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VALE OF FELICITY. 


LETTER XXXVI. 
DUKE OF — 
TO | 


SIR HARRY EVELYN.. 


HAVE exactly followed the advice 
L of my dear friend, and find my 


favoured fair one in every reſpect equal 
to my wiſhes; nothing but the forma- 
lity of law now keeps us from the bliſs- 
ful ſtate I ſo ardently long for. Make 
haſte, my friend, come and teach | 
Vor. II. * B . me 


THE VALE 

me how to make a jovial, rational, and 
happy throng. All my friends, who, 
by their example bave taught me what 
true happineſs is, muſt ſhare my feli- 
city. As ſoon as you come, all things 
will be ſettled, and your friend ſoon be 
made the happieſt of mortals, 


Let the dull nuggard, Time, then ſhake his glaſs, 
And make the ſlow-pac'd moments quicker pals. 


Your's fincerely, | 


R 


j * 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


— —'ñ — ͤ —ñ̃ —ę— 
; 


MR. WARTON 
10 5 8 


HAN KS to you, my ever dear 
4 friend, for your agreeable epiſtle, 
which proved doubly- welcome, my 
Selina having borne a part in it, I 
commiſerated the firſt part where you 
told me of the loſs of your valuable 
parents; but what words can paint, or 
pen deſcribe thoſe paragons of | human 
nature. 1 revere both my Lord and 
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Lady as if they were my own parents. 
Sure never mortals ated ſo nobly, fo 
benevolently, not only to you or your's, 
but to the world at large. How worthy 
of imitation.—Oh ! did but the wealthy 
know the heart-felt ſatisfaction of ſuch 
god-like virtue, how would their hearts 
recoil to ſee their-fortunes ſquandered, 

their conſtitutions ruined, their families 
diſhonoured, and not one, bare memen- 
to left to tranſmit their. names with ho- 
nour to poſterity; and whoſe vices only 
live in remembrance, when their bodies 


are moufds f; into duft. 


Thoſe worthy people will be immor- 
talized, and their virtues live in me- 
mory till time ſhall be no more. What 


favourites of Heaven maſt you my 
4 friends 
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friends have been, to become fo happily 
poſſeſſed of perfection, bliſs without 
alloy. Pardon what yon may, perhaps, 
call envious; but; be aſſured, my ſoul 
beats high with benevolent emulation, 
and I long for nothing ſo much as 
finding proper objects to beſtow my. 
bounty upon. Heaven be praifed, my 
amiable wife will not only be a helper, 
but a teacher in this arduous, this: de- 
lightful buſineſs. I have alfo an able 
aſſiſtant in my brother Dean, and as 


promiſinga deputy in Mr. Williams, my: 


young Chaplain, who ſeems to enter- 
tain the moſt refined notions of duty to 
our fellow mortals His hiſtory may 
not be unentertaining to you. 


B 3 I met 
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I met with him at early prayers one 
morning, during our viſit to the metro- 
polis, and after ſervice made my obedi-' 
ence to him ; which he returned in a 
manner that greatly prejudiced me in 
his favour. His devotion ſeemed un- 
affected, which is not often ſeen in our 
Churches; but when he was diveſted of 
his robes, his dreſs for a Clergyman was 
mean in the extreme; this more partĩ- 
cularly excited my curiofity. I aſked 

him how long he had been engaged at 
that Church ; for, as I was but lately 
from the country, I was unacquainted 
with the circumſtance. He anſwered, 
with a tear gliſtening in his eyes, that 
he only officiated occaſionally for the 
Curate, at a ſtipulated price, which for 
the 


— 
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the credit of the ſacred function, I will 
not mention; I ſaw his diſtreſs too evi- 
dent not to feel a wiſh to relieve him; 
I therefore entreated his company the 
| following day to dinner, giving him my 
addreſs, with my purſe, which was but 
ill ſupphed; requeſting his name at the 

fame time,. which he gave me; and 

bowed with a ſilent modeſty, which 

much affected me. Vodo may remem- 
ber I introduced him at dinner, on the 
day appointed; and I endeavoured to 
| behave to him as a familiar acquaint- 
ance, in order to relieve him of his em- 
barraſſment as much as poſſible. After 
dinner, as you muſt recollect, we -pa- 
rated into parties, and Williams and L 
took a turn in Hyde-Park ; when, after 
ſome common diſcourſe, I begged to 
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know his circumſtances ; he aſſured me 
as far as poverty could reduce him ; he 
faid he was unworthy to keep the com- 


p any of a gentleman; but if an honeſt 


and untainted heart could recommend 
him, he was not unworthy the honour 1 
did him. I aſked him if he would ac- 
cept a Chaplainſhip? He replied, he 
was willing to take any thing which was 
2 not derogatory to the ſacred function 
he profeſſed; but he once had been in- 
ſtituted Chaplain to a Nobleman, who: 
wiſhed to make him ſacrifice his peace 
and character to the worſt of purpoſes, 
that of being a procurator in ordinary to 
his Lordſhip, which, he thanked Hea-. 
ven he was proof againſt, though gol- 
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den baits were not wanting with pro- 


miſes of preferment. Theſe however, he 
rejected. 
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rejected with horror, which was the 
principal occaſion of his preſent po- 
verty; I commended this reſolution i in 
him, and told him I wanted a perſon of 
his character and principles to be with 
me, and whom 1 conld look upon 
as a friend and brother. He thanked 
me in the warmeſt terms of gratitude, 
and aſſured me, that nothing on his 
part ſhould. be wanting to further my 
beſt wiſhes in. whatever was proper or 
lawful for him to engage in. I then 
begged to know his family and place of 
nativity, of which he gave me the fol- 
lowing account: 5 1 17 6:® 


My: father and mother I know not, 
neither the place of my birth: I was: 
taken up from the wreck of a veſſel by 
| ; # the 
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the Captain and crew of a merchant- 
ſhip in the India Company's ſervice, at 
the age of about one year, as near as 
-  they(could ſurmiſe: This Sir, is all 1 
know of my family or birth; but Cap- 
tain Williams, which was the name of 
my preſerver, behaved with uncom- 
mon humanity ; he nurſed and fed me 
himfelf, and 1 ſlept in his boſom; we 
were two months as he has often in- 
formed me, before we reached the In- 
dies; as ſoon as he got to ſhore, he pro- 
vided me a nurſe, had me baptized after 
his name, which was John Williams, 
and ſo great was his affection for me, 

that he could not leave me behind, 
though much importuned by bis 80 
to that ah aſs 


My 
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My nurſe and I embarked with him 
for England, after a ſtay of about three 
months. My adopted father took the 
utmoſt care of me, and we reached 
England in ſafety, after a proſperous voy» 
age of three months more, and he car: 
ried mehome to his wife with him ; but, 
unfortunately for him, it broke the har, 
monyof their future life; the Lady poſis 
tively ſaid I was his ſon; ſhe could trace 
all his features in my face, and doubt- 
leſs, my mother had been the voyage 
with him, which his pretended fondneſs - 
would not let her take. In vain did he 
proteſt, in vain did the ſhip's crew ſwear, 
ſhe was ſo implacable, that unleſs he 
took from me his protection, ſhe would 

never forgive him; this was too ſevere 
a trial of his humanity , and though he 
p B 6 loved 
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loved his wife with the moſt ardent affec- 
tion, he rather choſe to forego the ſweets 
of domeſtic happineſs, than deſert the 
orph an whom Providence had ſo pecu- 
Harly given him from the womb of the 
ocean. She, indeed, promiſed to take 
the care of me upon herſelf, with a pro- 
viſo, that ſhe ſhould never ſee me more; 
to which he peremptorily declaring he 
never would conſent, a mutual ſepa- 
ration took place, and I was taken with 
him a fecond voyage. So firm was his 
. , affe&ion towards me, and ſo great his 
apprehenſions for my fafety, .that he 
has often declared, he could ſooner 
have parted with his life than have left 
me behind, or even had me out of his 
fight. e FROB'+ 2 | 81 


Our 
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Our voyage was long and tedious, 

as we went to Bengal, Madras, and 

China. I was three years old when we 
returned; and had ſtill the ſame nurſe; 
whoſe fondneſs for me, together with the 
loſs of hiswife's affection, induced him 
to make her a partner of his bed and 
board in the ſhip. She was amiable and 
tender; but the ſevere ſtruggle he had 
to conquer his wife's former unkindneſs, 
brought on an illneſs, which nearly ter- 
minated his exiſtence; during which, her 
care and attention were unremitted; and 
friendſhip and gratitude ſoon formed it- 
ſelf into love, though of an unlawful na- 
ture. But I muſt plead an excuſe for 
him, ſince nctbing but the wife's im- 
Placability could have induced him to 
form ſuch an idea. When we arrived 


* 
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in England, he propoſed leaving the 
ſea for ſome time, and paid the utmoſt 
attention to my education; ; he inſtructed 
mein the firſt part of 1 my learning, which, 
though trivial in itſelf, was extremely 
pleaſing to him. We lived in this 

manner, my careful nurſe ſtill attend- 
ing me, till 1 reached my ſixth year, 
during which time, he employed his 
utmoſt endeavours to regain his wife's 
affection, but ſhe was fill obdurate ; 
he determined to riſque another voyage, 

therefore it was thought neceſſary to 
put me to a boarding- ſchool, and my 
nurſe, and him both parted from 
me with the deepeſt concern. I ſoon 
made myfelf very happy in my new. 


ſituation, and my benefactor I ſaw no 
more, till I had reached my tenth year; 
but a friend ofhis paid all my neceſſaries. 

5 He 
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He was quite charmed with the pro- 
greſs I had made in my learning, and 
declared his wiſhes were that I ſhould 
take to the Church, if my inclination - 
was not averſe to it. He ſtaid in Eng- 
land till I was of an age to go to Col- 
leze, and left a ſuitable ſum for my 
maintainance till I could take orders, 
vhen he embarked once more on a peri- 
lous voyage to the eaſt; his mind was ſo | 
unſettled, that he could take na pleaſure 
in his native land; he had loſt my dear 
nurſe and his companion on his return 
the time before, and that I ſhould take 
orders at a proper time was all the com- 
fort he poſſeſſed. Since that time f 
have had no tidings of my friend and 
father. Tears for a while interrupted 
the ſpeech of this amiable young man, 
55 ; when 
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when be regained his Girits he then 
proceded. After 1 left College, 1 
was at a loſs fora maintainance, as my 
Protector had left no more than * 
me 1 my probationary ſages! rw 


by b- 1 
'S 1 N * 


EH 
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I L applied: wi frie end, who 550 
me with coolneſs; ſaid he had heard 
nothing of the Captain, and knew not 
how he could have been ſo infatnated 

as to give me the education he had; 

but ſince I had got it, he waſhed me 
ſucceſs, and told me I muſt make the 
beſt uſe I could of it. Moreover, ſaid 
he, I. will do one ching for you, and as. 
you behave in that, I may, or may not 
continue my favor. Here is a letter, 
take it to the Nobleman Till direct 


you to; he wants a Chaplain ; if you 
pleaſe: 
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pleaſe him, you may be preferred; if 


not, 1 have done with TOs = 


I Ane accepted the kind offer, 
and waited on his Lordſhip, who re- 
ceived me with ſmiles, apparently pleaſ- 
ed with my perſon, and defited me to 
attend che next day to officiate; but 
gueſs my ſurprife when his Lordſhip led 
me to an anti- chamber hich was filled 
with painted beauties of the moſt de- 
bauched and depraved kind. On in- 
troducing me to them, he told them 1 
was appointed to teach them their duty 

to him ; and turning to me, And you, 
Sir, according to their behaviour, are 
* g appoint them their times to fulfill 
my pleaſures: if two are very good 
6c] can put up with two each night.” Y 
85 "I 
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I was ſtruck ſpeechleſs with horror, 
my teeth chattered, and I trembled with 
indignation at the wretch. He per- 
ceived my. confuſion, and haughtily 
aid, © Sir, 1 do. not mean to prohibit = 
you the ule of any of theſe Ladies. 
© whom you can perſuade to anſwer. 
« your wiſhes, and there's none of 
them very coy, for I am not fond of, 


4 ſuch kind, I aſſure you.” 


At length I recovered my ſpeech, 
and with a contemptuous and vehe · 
ment look, I replied, © What, Sir, 
% do you take me for! 1 came here as 
« Chaplain, and in what kind of man- 
ce ner do you treat the meſſenger from- 
« Heaven, as a Pimp No, Sir, I de- 
<« ſpiſe you and your deteſtable houſe.” 
Pas lere 
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ö (Here they all burſt into a horſe laugh) 
| his Lordſhip however continued his, « 
diſcourſe, and in a tone of irony aked, 
«© What uſe think you is a Parſon 
« of, but what J expected of you? 
« Perhaps I may in time make you a 
% Biſhop; you would not be the firſt, 
% and then you might keep a Pimp 
— yourſelf.” I could ſcarce contain my 
reſentment, and replied, He might 
« be aſhamed of himſelf to treat a gen- 
« tleman, and a miniſter, in ſo vile a 
manner.“ Oh !” ſaid he, we 
« will foon ſhew you the way you 
came: here girls turn this fellow out 
« your own way,” with that they ſet 
on me like ſo many. furies, except a 
perfect beauty, in whoſe countenance. 
melancholy was ſtrongly depicted, and 
975 who 
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who begged them to let the gentleman 
out, without uſing him ill; they then 
took me to a door which opened into a 
lane, and while they were puſhing me 
out, the fair one took hold of my coat, 
crying, **for heaven's ſake take me from 
« this hell of hells, or I periſh ?” and 
giving a ſpring, we were both without 

the threſhold. She cried, <* Fly my pre- 

& ſerver! fly, or we ſhall again be en- 


trapped in that infernal manſion !” 


Scar cely had we attained the ſtreet, 
ere we heard a diſmal ſhriek from the 
unhappy wretches we had left, and we 
bent our courſe with ſpeed till we 
ſhould arrive at a place of ſafety. 
© Whither,” ſaid I, * ſhall I condu&t' 
_ vou? * Oh! my God!“ faid 
8 
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the unhappy fair, wherever you will; 
« | have no home, no friend, unleſs 
&« you prove one.” 

Imagining it would affift us to elude 
the vigilance of the monſter, we had juſt 
eſcaped from, ſhould he be inclined to 
purſue us, as well as to afford the fair 
fugitive time to recover from the diſ- 
traction of ſpirits, ſhe had been hurried 
into by the fortuitous events of the 
morning ; weentered the firſt houſe that 
preſented itfelf as inviting us to par- 
take of that hoſpitality our money en- 
titled us to, and being ſhewn into a 
private room, the fair ſtranger burſt 
into a flood of tears, which I did not 
attempt to reſtrain, concluding the agi- 
tation of her mind would be relieved, 
| and 
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and ſhe thereby enabled to ſatisfy that 
curioſity with which J felt myſelf al- 
ready filled. The diſorder and violent 


emotion of her ſpirits having a little 


ſubſided, I enquired tenderly into the 
cauſe of her ſorrow, encouraging her 


* 


with the moſt lively expreſſions friend- 


. ſhip could dictate to reveal to me her 
ſituation, declaring in expreſſive terms 


my readineſs to engage in any meaſures 
ſhe ſhould deem moſt adviſable to re- 
lieve her from her preſent diſtreſs, She 


expreſſed her thanks with the moſt ami- 


able gratitude, 0 and though,“ ſaid ſhe, 


cc you may deſpiſe me from the place 


you found me in, you will, I am cer- 


te tain, give me your pity, at leaſt when 


cc you know my unhappy . ſtory.” i 


| begged her to repeat it, if ſhe thought 


ſhe 


Rn 
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at Fon ſhould be able to ſapport the affect. 


ing recital. 


nt 1 
le &] am,” ſaid ſhe, © the daughter 
* ce of a wealthy merchant in the north 
r of England, of the name of Herbert, 
o! in the former part of his life had 
q ic been unfortunate, loſing moſt of his 


« property, together with his wife and 
« an infant ſon, in aſtorm at ſea; he was 
< providentially picked up by a fiſhing 
« ſmack, and carried ſafe to ſhore, 
ve © from -whence, after innumerable 
6 hardſhips, he reached his native 
« place, and ſoon after, travelling fur- 
« ther into the north, he married my 


© mother, which in ſome degree re- 
««'trieved his fortune. | 


I was | . A 
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wh. I was the only fruit of this marri- 
& age, and am now ſeventeen. Unhap- 
& pily for me, the wretch at whoſe 
e houſe you found me has a ſeat near 
. my father” s a monſter cloathed in 
ce the inſignia of your ſacred order, 
% paid his addreſſes to me. I received 
** them with pleaſure, but he artfully 
te perſuaded me not to acquaint my 
« father with the circumſtance, te 
« which, blinded by love, I conſented, 
< till in an unfortunate hour, I was de- 
66 coyed by him to viſit the houſe of 
ce his infernal maſter, imagining my- 
_ 5 ſelf the ſole object of his n as 
56 he was of mine. 


“ Oh! Sir, think what were my ſen- 
#* ſations on being led into an apart- 
3 A 1 


oF ferry. © or 
ment, where my Lord lay reclining on 
a couch, when preſented to him by my 
infamous ſeducer, who ſaid, Here, 
*« my Lord, is the angel 1 informed 
& you of; I now deliver her, in all her 
& blooming charms, to the paradiſe of 
« your arms.“ My Lord quickly ap- 
proaching, the wretch inſtantly with- 
drew, while I fainted into the arms of 
the deſpoiler of my youth, my inno- ; 
cence, my fame, and virtue. 


« On recovering, I found him very 


e in his endeavours to revive 
me; he knelt at my feet, he implored 


my love, and pleaded his paſſion in 


ſuch terms, which I could not have 


thought any one but a man of honour, 
W. nl. impreſſed 
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impreſſed with the ſincerity of love, 
was — of wide 


cc In vain 1 begged to go bome to 
my father ; in vain did my tears plead 
for me, till the horrid approach of night 
filled me with the moſt dreadful appre- 


henſions. 1 ſplendid ſupper was pro- 


vided in an adjoining room, into which 
I was forced ; but I ſaw no domeftics, 
nor any other man, except the villain 
who was to be my deſtruction, ſeated 


with five or fix of thoſe unhappy proſ- 


titutes, who, long trained in che ways 
of infamy, are hardened againſt the 
feelings of humanity. They uſed their 
utmoſt perſuaſion to induce me to eat, 
but in vain; and in their diffipated li- 


bations, wine was frequently preſſed 
upon 
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| upon me with like effect. They all 
aſſumed the utmoſt gaiety and cheer. 
4 fulneſs, in compliment to me; be- 
; ſtowed the moſt diſguſting flatteries on 
. my beauty, and congratulated his Lord- 
5 ſhip on his new acquiſition. Wine they 
ſo frequently end eavoured to force upon 
me, that I ſhuddered at the idea of 
their ſolicitation ; and, I believe, no- 
nothing but the horror with which my 
mind was inſpired preſerved my ſenſes, 


or my life. 


After ſome time had been conſumed 


— 


in ſuch ſnameleſs ſcenes of riot, theſe 


harpies of women forced me into a 
bed, where by violence they undreſſed 
me. But here terminated not their 
brutality towards me; for even then, 

C2 Peak 
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weak and exhauſted as I was, without 
ſtrength to make the leaſt reſiſtance, 
they brought in the deteſtable monſter; 


nor could the diſtreſs of my ſituation 1 


plead within the boſom of the wretch, 
to prevent him from accompliſhing his 


purpoſe. a 


| 6c The fright, fatigue, and horror I 
endured during this interval, threw me 
into a violent fever ; and at midnight, 
on the night after I had been ſo barba- 
rouſly diſhonoured, I was put into a 
poſt-chaiſe, along with two of the wo- 
men I have before mentioned, and 
brought to this houſe of infamy, where 


Heaven, in mercy, has directed you to 


find, and free me Let me now, Sir, 


conjure you to afford me your protec- 
N | tion, 


or Friend . 20 


tion, till I can learn my father's diſpo- 
tion towards me; and who, [ truſty” 
will joyfully and gratefully repay all 
the trouble you may have on my ac- 


count.“ 


6 readily acquieſced, and took her 
with me to my lodgings, begging of my 
landlady, who was a good fort of a 
woman, to ſee that this young lady 
might be ſupplied with every neceſſary 
for a few days, and I would ſatisfy her 
trouble, and every attendant expence. 
This ſhe punctually complied with. 


It is now a fortnight ſince I wrote 
in her behalf to her father; and though 
every circumſtance was fully explained, 
have as yet received no anſwer, In the 

83 mean 
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mean time, I have been quite in di- 
ſtreſs for all neceſſaries, except victuals, 
for us both, which my landlady pro- 

vides ; but if her father ſhould. fail us, 
I know not how I ſhall be enabled to 


diſcharge the debts we have already 
contracted. 


ce have officiated a few mornings at 
the church where you found me; but 
the pittance I receive would ſcarce pay 
the expence of a breakfaſt. Through 
your generoſity yeſterday, I have reco- 
vered the ſuit in which you now ſee 
me; and therefore, with the deepeſt 
gratitude, accept your offered Chap- 
laincy but, at the ſame time, intreat 
your ſecrecy reſpecting what I have in- 

formed you of, till circumſtances ſhall 
make 


* 
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make a repetition neceſſary ; and hope 
you will with me commiſerate the un- 
Happy fair of whom I have been ſpeak- 
ing. I ſhall, with your permiſſion, de- 
vote your intended falary to her uſe, 
but beg you will free me from any ful- 
picion unworthy the ſacred character I 
bear: While ſhe remains under my 
protection , my morſel muſt be her's, as 
I am convinced her conduct is irre- 
proachable, and know myſelf only to 
be actuated by the pureſt motives of 
humanity.“ 


Here he pauſed, and I replied 
% Think not, my dear friend, for ſo I 
ſhall henceforth call you, that my eſ- 
teem will be leſſened by the ingenuous 
confidence you have repoſed in me; 

C4 believe 
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believe me, it has rivetted my intereſt 

with yours : I know not which moſt to 
admire or abhor in your relation—your 
providential preſervation, or the im- 
placability of the Captain's wife; your 
behaviour, or my Lord's infamy— 
nor leſs your generous interpoſition and 
humanity in effecting an eſcape with 
the unhappy Miſs Herbert. 


Jou ought not by any means to re- 
pine; ſince it is plain you were ſent by 
Heaven to reſcue innocence from the 
ingulphing vortex of vice and all its 
concomitants of penury, diſeaſe, and 
wretchedneſs. I will relieve you from 
your embarraſſment, and become my- 
ſelf the protector of the much-injured 
lady.—You, nevertheleſs, ſhall have 

| the 
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he-credit; 5iceT would not offer her 
delicacy by 3 myſelf into her 


preſence.” 


He retyoltfilly bowed ; and we by 
this time had reached home to tea.— 
He continued with us; and you, doubt- 
leſs, remember the reſt of the evening. 
I defired him to call the next morning 
at nine, when I preſented him with a 
draft to ſatisfy his pecuniary demands. 
He retired with the moſt expreſſive 
looks of gratitude and happineſs. You 
have ſince beheld his exemplary piety z 
and, though he may be ſaid to keep 
this excellent girl, I am confident his 
mind is fraught with the pureſt prin- 
ciples of religion, and unaffected virtue 
and goodneſs. 


03 2 I have 
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1 hare run my letter to an amazing 
length, but truſt the * will plead 
my excufe. 


My ſchool fills well; and I have ap- 
pointed Mr. Williams Governor of it, 
as it may be the means of keeping the 
others more attentive and ſtrict to their 
duty. Another perſon I have alfo pros» 
vided, for the purpoſe of properly in- 
ſtructing in navigation, and other ne- 


ceſſary branches of maritime education, 


ſuch poor children, whoſe parents are 


not averſe, and whoſe inclinations lead 
them to follow the ſea. 


Friendly as I am to the true intereſts 
of my country, and that grand bul- 


 wark, our Navy, which firſt acquired, 


and 


n 
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and ſtill protects them, I have long la- 
mented that inſtitutions of this nature 
have not been more generally adopted. 
I think, my dear friend, were our no- 
bility and wealthy gentry to adopt this 
mode of having the children of their 
poor tenants brought up, it would ſu- 
perfede the neceſſity of the cruel cuſ- 
tom of impreſſing men from their fa- 
milies and home—a violent exertion of 
power, under the ſpecious pretext of 
State neceſſity, that fills my mind with 
horror and deteſtation. If the half of 
my fortune would avail to prevent it, 
I would freely give it. I ſhould eſteem 
any hints you can give on this ſubject 
a favour, as I may hereafter find them 
ſerviceable, 8 


C 6 Begging 
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Begging my fincere and heart-felt 
reſpe& for my Lord and Lady, with 
unfeigned love and friendſhip to your- 
felf, 1 am, my dear ſiſter, 


| Your's in the firmeſt bond, 
T. WARTON. 


P. S. 1 mall continue Williams and 
Miſs Herbert in my next. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


hs 


MRS. WARTON 
TO 


MRS. MIT FORD. 


DEAR SISTER, 


E have juſt received a circular 
letter from the Duke, contain- 
ing an invitation to celebrate his mar- 
riage with the accomplifhed Miſs L—, 
Oh, what a happineſs muſt we all feel 
in contributing to the happineſs of any 
one !—and that, in this inſtance, we 
may be proud to ſay we are; for this 
amiable couple date the commence- 
ment of their happineſs from the æra 


in 
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in which they witneſſed the felicity 
we enjoyed. I have ſome hope this 
will alſo prove a treble wedding, as 


Townly and Captain ——, actuated by 


ſimilar principles, have made a formal 
renunciation of their whole train of 
vices, and declared their intentions of 
entering the matrimonial lift, Heaven 
grant they may be no leſs ſucceſsful 
than we have been !—and, according 
to their fortunes, may they imitate our 

example ſo ſhall their endeavours be 
rewarded with permanent happineſs, 
"and the comforts of ſocial intercourſe 
expel the wanderings of roving fancy 
and contagious folly. 


I beg leave to offer my ſincere duty 
to thoſe beſt of people, who are the 
fountain 
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fountain of all this ſubſtantial good, 
and love to yourſelf and brother. 


I ſhall defer ſome pleaſing intelli- 
gence to our meeting at the Duke's — 
the whole aſſemblage that were preſent 
on the former occaſion are invited—— 
Once more adieu. 


Your's, 


_ SELINA WARTON, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XL. 


MR. WARTON 
10 | | & 


MR. MIT FORD... 


> 


N continuance, as I promiſed, I now 


reſume my pen. By Mr. Williams's. 
conſent; I acquainted Selina with the 

ſtory of Miſs Herbert, who no ſooner 
heard it, but ſhe exclaimed, ** Good | 
Heavens! what analogy between her 

6e ſtory and Mrs. Herbert's? But,” ſaid 
ſhe, with her uſual ſagacity, © ſhould. 
eit de even ſo, would it not be cruelty | 
jn the extreme to acquaint Mrs. Her- 

. bert 
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« hert with it? That good woman 
e knowledges herſelf as happy as ſhe 
{© can poſſibly be; and ſhould we even 
« ſuffer her to ſurmiſe her huſband was 
« alive, and attached to another, it 
e might, perhaps, drive her to di- 
« ſtraction,” “ What a juſt argument, 
my love,” ſaid I, embracing her, 


* and how happy am IJ in having ob- 


W ** tained Mr. Williams's permiſſion to 


66 acquaint you with it Had 5 per- 
” haps,” digeſted the hiſtory as 1 heard 
« it, unawed by thy ſuperior ſenſe and 
« diſcretion, I might have gone and 
| informed that valuable friend, and, 
« by the raſhneſs of my conduct, been . 
40 productive of thoſe fatal conſequences 
ee you ſo wiſely foreſaw, and providen - 
dh tially prevented.” | 5 

While 
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While we were in this converſation, 
a ſervant acquainted me, that Mr. Wil- 
liams wiſhed to ſpeak with me, if diſ- 
engaged. I immediately ordered him 
to be introduced, when he preſented 
me with a letter from Miſs Herbert's 


father, of which I ſend you an exact 
copy. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 


TO 


THE REV. MR. WILLIAMS, 


SIR, 
'Fa diſtracted father and a diſtreſſed 
huſband can plead an excuſe for not 


„„ your letter before, I claim it 
as a benevolent act; and had you not 
ſo lately wrote to me, I might never 
have been ſenſible of your goodneſs. 

You informed me of the name of the 
wretch who diſhonoured my daughter ; 
and 1 inſtantly ſought revenge; but my 
rage 
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rage was baffled on finding the villain 
was gone abroad. In my frantic di. 
ſtreſs, I loſt your direction, which aug- 
mented my diſtreſs. In addition to this 
affliction, I received another wound by 
the death of my wife; who overcome 
by the horror of my ſituation, together 
with the loſs of her only daughter and 
child, ſhe fell a martyr to a broken 
heart, and I, by theſe concurrent cir- 
cumſtances of adyerſe fortune, an un- 
happy widower. 


— 


1, therefore, my dear Sir, earneſtly 
beg you will again favour me with your 
addreſs, that I may breath my ' ſorrows 
on my child's faithful boſom, and eon- 
{ole her wounded mind with the know- 
| ledge that ſhe has {till a father to ſym- 
. pathize 
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pathize with her ſorrow. If you can 
inform me where to meet the villain 
who has robbed her of her innocence, 
I am determined to avenge her wrongs 
Il madden with the idea, and am ut- 


terly incapable of writing more 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your's, 


J. HERBERT. 


LETTER 


THE vate 


LETTER XLII. 


IN CONTINUATION. 


XIX WILLIAMS begged my ad- 
. L vice on this occaſion ; which 
having received, as well as that of my 
Selina, he immediately penned an an- 
ſwer, and diſpatched it by expreſs.— 
He then, accompanied by Selina, who 
; was now intereſted in her behalf, went 
to viſit the unhappy fair, and by de- 
: grees acquainted her with the death of 
her mother. She was fixed and fno- 
| tionleſs, and ſcemed without the power 
of venting her grief. After an interval 

Wt BER of 
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of ſome minutes, recovering her ſaf- 
pended ſenſes, ſhe exclaimed, * Oh, 
„ wretch that I am !—yet fear not to 
ce tell me—have I yet a father? or, 
g cc am I alſo his murderer > —They aſ- 
W ſured her ſhe had yet a kind and tender 
father, who would ſoon be with her.— 
« Oh,” cried ſhe, © how dare I look 
© my injured parent in the face 


«© Yet, Heaven knows, in one thing, 


te one thing only was I ever undutiful 55 


tc to him, concealing my affe&ion for 
that deteſtable villain, through whoſe 
« contrivance I am what 1 am, a de- 
« ſtroyer of my much-loved mother.” 


They, at length, calmed her per- 
turbed mind, and prevailed on her to 
ſee her father when he came. Selina 


invited 
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invited her to accompany them home, 


which ſhe politely refuſed, on account 
of the recent news ſhe had received of 
her mother's death. | They then parted, 

giving ſtrict orders to the Indy 
cloſely to obſerve her. 


When we had retired, Selina again 
intimated her ſuſpicions, that this Mr. 
Herbert muſt be the huſband of our 
dear friend ; and ſuggeſted, as the caſe 
now ſtood, whether it would not be 
expedient to break the affair to her, by 
way of preparation; that had Miſs 
Herbert's mother lived, ſuch an expe- 
dient would have been improper, but 
| under the preſent © circumſtances, it 
might facilitate the happineſs of all 
parties: The more ſhe conſidered the 


matter, 
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matter, che more plain ſhe ſaw it muſt 
be ſo; and for the purpoſe of ſatisfying 
her doubts, paid Miſs Herbert an early 
viſit, who received her much better 
than ſhe expected; and during her 
ſtay, which laſted ſome hours, ſhe was 
perfectly convinced of the truth of her 
ſuſpicion. Mrs. Herbert as yet had not 
been acquainted with any part of Mr. 
Williams or Mifs Herbert's hiſtory.— 
Selina took an opportunity of intro- 
ducing a converſation reſpecting her 

former misfortunes, which when men- 
| tioned, always occaſioned her patheti- 
cally to lament the loſs of her huſband. 
In this converſation, Selina ſaid, per- 
haps he might have been preſerved as 
well as her Providence is all- ſufficient. 
N Oh, were it but ſo,” cried ſhe, © what 


Vol. II . D © comfort 


2 
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* comfort would my old age enjoy !— 


ce even in the idea I ſeem to feel new 


« life.” 


Selina then recounted many ſingular 


inſtances of a ſimilar nature, till ſhe 
was in a ſtate of mind to receive the in- 
formation, ſhould it be neceflary, as 


was expected. In three days Mr., Her- 


bert arrived; and never was there a 
more affecting or happy meeting, 
clouded by the melancholy loſs of the 

wife and mother of theſe two amiable 

people. After the mingled effuſions of 
grief and joy had ſubſided, and Miſs 

Herbert, oy her knees, received her 

father's forgiveneſs, Mr. Williams was 

ſent for, who received, in all the ten- 


derneſs of melting tears, the grateful 


acknow- 
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acknowledgments of them both, not 
only as having been her propitious de- 
liverer from the baneful ſtew of her vile 
ſeducer, but alſo as having afterwards 

become the generous friend and pro- 
tector of her diſtreſs. 


Mr. Williams had been prepared by 
us to expect the probability of the con- 
nection between Mr. and Mrs. Her- 
bert, he therefore, though he wiſhed 
to introduce Mr. Herbert to me, judged 
it unadviſable to bring him to the 
houſe, and accordingly ſent word he 
would be glad to ſpeak with me and 
my wife at Miſs Herbert's apartments. 
We immediately obeyed the ſummons; 
and after congratulating Mr. Herbert 
on the recovery of his daughter, I beg- 
D 2 


CO 
* 


52 THE VALE 


ged to ſpeak with him and Mr. Wil- 
liams. We retired : I enquired of him 
concerning the loſs of his firſt lady.— 
« Alas! Sir,” ſaid he, © ſhe periſhed, 
« with my infant ſon, before my face, 
« and I was preſerved—to be of all 
* men the moſt miſerable !”—I then 
informed him I had great reaſon to be- 
lieve his lady was ſtill living, who had 
been preſerved in a moſt miraculous 
manner, and had no idea of his being 
faved, alſo ſuppoſing him to have pe- 
riſhed before her face. The poor man 
ſtood motionleſs; at length, in a faul- 
tering voice, he ſaid It cannot be 
6 poſſible, that the idol of my fond af- 
* fection, my adored, ſhould be ſtill 
« alive, and I have given myſelf to an- 
„ other !”— It may be poſſible, Sir,” 
ſaid 
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faid I, “ without any blame being im- 
« putable to you on that account.”'\— 
« Oh, Sir, pardon me, but I could 
ce never forgive myſelf— Where is ſhe? 
ce that 1 may pour out my ſoul before 
« Err 


I found it neceſſary to ſoothe his di- 
ſtracted mind, and obſerved how cau- 
tious we ought to be, left a too ſudden 
interview ſhould prove fatal to a woman 
of her refined underſlanding, who had 
dedicated the ſucceeding part of her 
life to his memory. —“ I, Sir,“ ſaid he, 
955 though wedded to another, always 
© held her dear in remembrance—ſhe 
Vas often the theme & my dear de- 
« ceaſed wife's diſcourſe—and many a 
« tear have I ſhed to the memory. of 
d 1 D 3 N 
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« her and my poor ſon. I always wore 
* her picture next my heart; and now 
« have got miniatures of the two beſt 
women that ever bleſſed the arms of 
% man. 1 .was always fond of a con- 
Jugal life, and deteſted the idea of a 
© libertine, which was the reaſon I ſo 
ͤſoon changed my widowed ſtate.” — 
I begged permiſſion to look at Mrs, 
Herbert's picture, from which I might 
diſcover if our conjecture was right,— 
He. immediately complied, and pre- 
ſenting me with the caſe, ſaid, ** Shew 
* me my firſt beloved—and 1 ſhall be 
e happy if ſhe can forgive an apoſtate 
© huſband.” —] immediately recog- 
nized Mrs. Herbert's face, and gave 
him joy on the occaſion. He fervently 
embraced me, and begged me to be 

| expeditious 
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expeditious in letting him ſee his firſt 
adorable wife. He now praiſed the 
goodneſs of Heaven, in removing from 
a ſcene of diſtreſs his late beloved 
ſpouſe.— “ For,” ſaid he, had ſhe 
{till lived, we had all been moſt 
« wretched, without the means of af. 


« fording each other comfort.” He 
begged me again to pardon his impa- 
tience, but he longed once more to 
behold and embrace the deareſt of wo- 
men. 


We returned to the ladies; and Se- 
Una, in the mean time, had prepared 
Miſs Herbert to expect a mother - in- 
law. She alſo expreſſed ſatisfaction 
that her mother was removed, ſince 
Mrs. Herbert certainly had an antece- 


* 
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dent right. We took our leave, and 
deſired them to be ready to attend Mr. 
Williams when he ſhould call on them, 


which would be as ſoon as poſſible. 


When we returned, we deſired Mrs. 
Herbert's company a few moments.— 
Selina aſked her if ſhe remembered the 
converſation they lately held on the 
ſubject of Mr. Herbert. She replied, 
it was too deeply engraven on her heart 
ever to be forgotten; but ſhe looked 
on the idea as too viſionary ever to be 
realized. We aſſured her it was not, 
for we had the moſt poſitive proof of 
his being ſtill alive, and that ſhe was 
as dear to him as ever. This laſt ſpeech 
cauſed an emotion which had nearly 
deprived her of her faculties; but Se- 


lina's 
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na's ready care prevented it, and ſhe 
expreſſed an anxious deſire to know 
where ſhe could ſee him, that ſhe might 
breathe her laſt in his arms. We beg- 
ged her calm attention, while we re- 
peated with caution every circumſtance 
we were in poſſeſſion of, and aſſured 
her we had juſt left him and his lovely 

daughter. She entreated us no longer 
to delay their interview. | 


Mr. Williams ran to welcome them 
to our manſion.— But, 4 oh, my deir 
friend, what pen or words can deſcribe 
ſo tender, ſo unexpected a meeting 
They immediately recognized each 
other, and ruſhed with rapture to em- 
brace—a dead calm ſucceeded—and we 
were forced to ſeparate them, left one 
5 8 Ds grave 
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grave ſhould unite their hapleſs bodies. 
At length reaſon reſumed her empire; 
and we retired, leaving them to enjoy 
their private converſe, and alſo to re- 
cover from the violent agitation they 
muſt have felt. I aſſure you we were 
not dry ſpectators of this affecting 
ſcene. 


In about half an hour we rejoined 
a moſt happy party. Miſs; Herbert 
ſeemed to rejoice in her father's happi- 
neſs, and Mr. Williams partook of 
their felicity. We made them continue 
with us ; and the more we know, the 


more we eſteem each other. 


Mr. Herbert has commenced a law- 
ſuit againſt the Lordly villain, and laid 
| bis 
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his damages at ten thouſand pounds, 
for the injury he has ſuſtained by the 
diſhonour of his daughter. He has re- 
ceived the moſt pei fed affurance from 
his Council,, who are eminent in the 
profeſſion, that he will recover ſuch. da- 
mages. 


I have omitted Mr. Herbert's perſo- 
nal qualifications, which no doubt you, 
and more eſpecially Georgiana, wall 
wiſh to know. He is above the middle 
ſize, dark complexion, fine ſparkling” 
eyes, and a ſhape and air quite majeſtic, 
about 45 years of age ; intelligent and 
eloquent; a voice ſo agreeable as to 
make every hearer love him; am not 

jealous; but this is your ſiſter's de- 
ſcription of him. I will add Mrz. 
5:7) Herbert's, 
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Ferbert's, though you have ſeen her; 
but they muſt no more be parted. 


Her ſtature, when I firſt knew her, 
was gracefully genteel, it now rather 
inclines to corpulency, but only fo 
much as adds dignity to her deport- 
ment; her arms are well turned, and 
her eyes, which were ever beautiful, 
till retain their luſtre; her face and 
neck rival alabaſter, and, I confeſs, 
when I firſt ſaw her, I loved. I made 
her propoſals ; but ſhe rejected them in 
ſo reaſonable, ſenſible, and becoming 
a manner, on the ſcore of perpetual 
widowhood, that, on promiſe of be- 
coming my friend, and bringing up 
my ſiſters, I would for ever drop all 
thoughts on that head. This promife 
1 have moſt religiouſly kept. 
1 hope. 
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I hope we ſhall ſoon meet at th 
Duke of C 


tials, ſince he and ſome of his friends 


's, to celebrate his nup- 


have caught the ſoft contagion from 
us. Our prayer is, that, like our 
mean to give a little Fete on the re- 
union of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, but 
not juſt yet; for having ſo recently loſt 
his ſecond wife, it would be indecent 
to rejoice, though, on the other hand, 


he has ſo much reaſon. Our friend in- 


flame, it may continue to burn. 


ſiſts on his wearing his mourning weeds 
the uſual time; and, in compliment to 
him and Miſs Herbert, ſhe purpoſes 
doing the ſame. We mean to confine 
our entertainment to our own family ; 
and I am ſure Georgiana wall have par- 
ticular pleaſure in being of the party. 
” SAT Mr, 
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Mr. and Mts. Herbert ſeem particu- 


larly attached to Mr. Williams; to 
whom they all ſay they are indebted for 
the peculiar happineſs they now enjoy; 


and Miſs Herbert expreſſes more than 


friendſhip to him ; but I believe his 


eſteem reaches no further than ſincere 
friendſhip ;, perhaps his heart has ſome 
prior attachment; or, perhaps, his de- 
kcacy may be too refined, after what 
has happened. Be it as it may, he is 
a valuable and a worthy young man, 
and a great acquiſition to me. 


To-morrow we propoſe to take the 


diverſion of hunting, and the ladies are 
to attend in a chaiſe, as cloſe as they 
can. I wiſh my friend could be of the 
party, as my happineſs would be more 


complete 


fil 


{\ 
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complete were we never ſeparated; but 
ſince it is for the Public good, we. muſt 
ſubmit. | 


Every thing goes on with me in a 
proſperous manner ; we have received 
above thirty children into the common 
{choc}, and ſeven into the naval one,. 
which I hope will be productive of na- 
tional advantage—a wiſh that ought 
ever to be dear in the mind of every” 
loyal ſubject. 


Mrs. Herbert requeſts her ſincereſt 
love to Georgiana, and to you for her 
ſake. My Selina likewiſe, and the 
worthy Dean, who took ſo active a 


part in all our concerns; to his con- 


ſummate wiſdom and abilities we are 


much 
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much indebted. Adieu, my much. 
loved friend, and preſent my beſt re. 
ſpects and grateful eſteem to your very 
worthy Patrons, whom we hope to 
meet with you at the Duke's next 
week, 


Your's, 


T. WARTON,. 


Lan 


LETTER 


eſpecially, as I remember I was rather 
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LETTER XLII. 


MISS HUET 
TO 


IMR. WARTON. 


O, my dear friend, public weddings 
ſeem now to be getting ground 
very faſt; and, according to your ex- 
ample, Miſs L——, Mifs Foſter, and 
myſelf, are to be made public ſpectacles 
of, But, however, as you have run 
the gauntlet before us, I think the beſt 
way will be to behave patiently, more 


taunting to Matilda on the occaſion of 
your's, 
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your's, and obſerved, that, had we been 
in your place, we ſhould have behaved 
better. But, to be ferious, the Duke 


has ſent to Townly and my Captain, 


and has got the conſent of all parties to 


celebrate their nuptials with his own. 


Certainly he does us great honour by 
the requeſt ; and has promiſed, in re- 
turn, to ſpend a month with Townly 
and us at our reſpective ſeats ; fo, ac 


cording to that account, the honey- 


moon muſt laſt at leaſt three months, 
which is ſomething very novel, I am 
informed, in the faſhionable world. 
But ſhould our ſwains continue in their 


preſent mood, I know not when this 
ſame moon will change. Pardon my 
levity, deat Warton; but Heaven 


grant our unions, like your's, may be 


propitious 


pre 
thi 
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propitious to our happineſs, I rejoice 
that you are all to be of the party ; and 
my dear mamma intends, if poſſible, 
to be preſent; the Captain is exceed · 
ingly obliging to her, and ſhe is no leſs 
fond of him. We talk in rapture of 
your felicity, and intend to make your 
virtues the object of our imitation. 


| You will be pleaſed to preſent my 
fincereſt reſpects to Mr. Warton, and 
beſt thanks to him for coming to Eng- 
land, and ſetting out in a career which 
has excited ſuch virtuous emulation in 
the Great World. I ſincerely wiſh the 
example may extend its influence, as 1t 
muſt in its effe& be not only conducive 
of individual felicity, but of national 
: ; 8s ning to the relief of 


trols, 
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diftreſs, and the encouragement of vir. 
tue and induſtry; it would reſcue the 
poor from their rude ſtate of ignorance 
and impiety, and diffuſe among them 
the ineſtimable bleſſings of religion. 


Adieu, my ever dear friend till we 
meet, as it probably will be the laſt 
epiſtle from, 


Your's ſincerely, 


k. HUET. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLIV. 


MRS. WARTON 
TO 
MISS HUET. 


ECEIVE my warmeſt congratu- 


lations, my ever dear friend, on 
your approaching felicity, which I truſt 
will prove as firm and happy in its con- 
ſequences as that of your friends bids 
fair for. If our happineſs can receive 
any augmentation, it is from the aàr-— 
rival of my dear Matilda and her Cap- 
tain, who ſincerely rejoices at her 
friend's union with Lord Townly.— 
Matilda's felicity beams on her lovely 


countenance, 


Fo THE VALE | 


countenance, and can only be equalled 
by the joy and ſatisfaction which on 
every occaſion actuates her beloved 
huſband; indeed one would be led to 
imagine, that ſhe had formerly pined 
in ſecret, as ſhe is now all ſprightli neſs 
and vivacity: May ſuch ever be the 
reward of virtuous conſtancy—the fruit 
of the education we received under the 
' auſpices of the good Lord and Lady 
C pes L 

the bright example of this worthy no- 


My beloved Warton imitates 


bleman in almoſt every action of his 
life. 


An aſtoniſhing occurrence has lately 
happened reſpecting the amiable Mrs. 
Herbert, which I ſhall reſerve till 1 
have the pleaſure of a perſonal inter- 
1 I view: 
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1 view. It gives me pleaſure to learn 
that your mamma will grace your nup- 
| tials ; beg my beſt reſpects to her, and 
love to your ſiſter, who will doubtleſs 


| accompany her mamma. 


beg to be remembered to your gal- 2 
lant Captain, whom I think deſerving 
of the prize he is about to receive, 1 
pardon your levity at prefent, but when 
you become a wife I expect you will 
leave it, and remain with the utmoſt 


ſincerity, 


Miſs Huet's friend 12 


SELINA WAR TON. 


LETTER 


\ 
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LETTER XLYV. 


* 


MR. WARTON 
TO 


MR. MIT FORD. 


T was my intention not to have 


written to you till after the nuptial 
feaſt, but the very extraordinary cir- 
cumſtance which has lately occurred, 
| has: made me impatient to communi- 
cate it to you and my ſiſter. I hinted 
in my laſt our deſign of forming a hunt- 
ing party, but in the height of our di- 
verſion poor Williams was unfortu- 
-nately thrown from his horſe, and had 


very 
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very much bruiſed one leg; the ladies 
made room 1n the carriage, and haſten 
ed to Sir George Montague's houſe, 
which was neareſt; but how ſhall I de- 
ſcribe what enſued 2—It requires the 
pencil of Hogarth, or the pen of Field- 
ing to paint the.ſcene. Mr. Williams 
was in exceſſive pain, and we were all 
buſy in getting off his boot; Mrs. Her- 
bert inſiſted on the privilege of bath- 
ing his leg with ſomething ſhe got from 
Lady Montague for the purpoſe; Sir 
George and his ſon, a youth of about 
eighteen, had been with us, and we 
were all in a great parlour ; but no 
ſooner had Mrs. Herbert pulled down 
his ſtocking, than, with a violent 
ſcream, ſhe fell ſenſeleſs on the floor. 
Mr. Herbert ſuppoſed the ſight of the 

Vor, II, = bruiſe 
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pruiſe had occafioned this emotion, and 
every hand was employed in adminiſter- 
ing to her without effect; poor Wil- 
liams was in little better condition, and 
ſhe was taken into an adjoining room, 
where only Mr. Herbert and the ladies 
attended her. We proceeded in our 
endeavours to eaſe the pains of Wil- 
hams; but the pain he now felt was 
tat of his heart, on account of poor 
Mrs. Herbert. At length a ſurgeon 

was brought, who opened a vein, and 
the began to breathe, but ſo incoherent 
was her returning ſpeech, that, though 
the wiſhed to be underſtood, it was for 
a long time impoſſible ; at length ſhe 
ſeized on Mr. Herbert with violence, 
and cried, ** Take me to him, tis he 
tis he!“ Who, my dear, do you 
waſh 
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wiſh to ſee? I will conduct you any 
where. Speak, my dear, where ſhall I 
take you?“ “ Oh! to him! to him!” 
was all-ſhe could articulate, and ſhe 
fainted in his arms. We were now ſtill 
more alarmed, as we could not poſſibly 
deviſe what could occaſion it, ſince the 
bruiſe was neither frightful or danger- 
ous. With proper applications at length 
ſhe began to reſume her ſenſes and 
ſpeech; and Mr. Herbert till hold- 
ing her in his arms, ſhe exclaimed, 
« Where is my ſon, my dear ſon? let 
me ſee him, to embrace him this mo- 
ment !”—ye all began to ſtare at each 
other; but Mr. Herbert calmly ſaid, 
„My dear love, compoſe yourſelf, and 
be more explicit, that we may under- 
ſtand what you mean.“ ——*© Oh, his 


E 2 leg, 
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leg,” ſaid ſne don't you remember 
that particular mark he had on his legs 

both alike; do, my dear,“ ſaid ſhe, 
- © beſo good as let me look at it again, 
and I ſhall be ſatisfied.” She needed to 
ſay no more, Mr. Herbert perfectly 
underſtood her, and quitting her im- 
mediately, like a man wild, flew to the 
room where he left Williams, who was 
gone to lay down in an upper room; 
his diſtraction made him almoſt as inco- 
herent as his wife had been, and haſtily 
he deſired to be ſhewn where Williams 
was; Sir George and me accompanied 
him. He no ſooner ſaw him, but fal- 
ling on the bed, he claſped him in a 
warm embrace——* My ſon, my deat 


ſon !” was all he could utter. > 


We 
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We explained, as well as we were 
able, to Williams, who now was half 
dead with fear, this uncommon inci- 
dent; he immediately pulled down 
both his ſtockings, which exhibited a 
remarkable appearance on both legs, 
ſimilar to what Mrs. Herbert had ex- 
preſſed. Mr. Herbert, by the help of 


| the Doctor and ſome cordials, was re- 


covered; and the ladies made their ap- 
pearance, leading in Mrs. Herbert, 
who embraced her ſon with the moſt 
maternal marks of affection; and Mr. 
Herbert and all preſent mutually em- 
braced. It was now dinner time, and 
Sir George and his lady inſiſted on our 
ſtaying, which we could not well reſuſe. 
The lovely Miſs Herbert bore no {mall 
ſhare on this occaſion; but 1 do not 

| 1 know 
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know that 1t 1s an event agreeable to her 
ſentiment ; for, I believe, her affection 
was of the ſofter kind—his as a brother. 
For Selina I was under much appre- 
henſion, as ſuch agitations are too much 
for a delicate frame like her's, more eſ- 
pecially in her preſent ſituation. l did 
not intend this intelligence till we met, 
when I hoped to congratulate you on 
the ſame account; but as it is over, I 
will not recall it. We were not much 
in a mind for eating; but Sir George, 
with great ſagacity and good nature, in - 
ſiſted on there being no queſtions aſked 
till after dinner, when we would gladly 
hear them. Accordingly after the cloth 
was removed, and the ſervants with- 
drawn, Mr. Herbert requeſted Sir 
George's permiſſion to hear his ſon's 
fingular 
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ſingular hiſtory; this being granted, 
Mr. Williams recounted his ſtory with 
much modeſty, and particularly re- 
gretted his want of knowledge of his 
patron, and of the unhappy ſeparation 
betwixt him and his wife, occaſioned 
by a falſe jealouſy on his account, which 
during this repetition often brought 
tears into his eyes. 


The flory was a ſympathetic one, 
with which none but Selina and myſelf 
were acquainted, to whom! had diſcloſ- 
ed it but very lately. After Mr. Wil- 
liams had finiſhed, Sir George begged 
a hearing; he ſaid, he ſtill hoped the 
Captain and his wife were happy ; as 

he had received a letter from him about 
a month ago, which contained an ac- 
E 4 count 
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count of his having been taken by pi- 
rates, ſold for a ſlave on the Coaſt of 
Guinea, and mentioning his uneaſineſs 
about this young man he had patroniz- 
ed deſiring Sir George to enquire of 
his friend concerning him, to whom he 
had wrote, but received no anſwer, and 
was therefore uneaſy on the account. 
Sir George ſaid, he was ſorry to obſerve, 
he had found, this falſe friend whoſe 
evaſive anſwers were very unſatisfac- 
tory ; and what Mr. Williams had re- 
lated confirmed his ſuſpicions, that 


the wretch not hearing of the Captain, 


ſuppoſed him dead, and therefore re- 
fuſed to advance the neceſſary ſupplies, 
meanly purpoſing to convert them to 
his own emolument. He ſaid he was 
.a friend of both the Captain- and his 
ET. lady, 
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lady, and it was with grief he heard of 
their ſeparation; and confeſſed he was 
rather inclined to the lady's ſide of the 
queſtion. He was happy, however to 
find the Captain a man of ſo much ho- 
nour, rectitude, reſolution, and huma- 
nity. He would immediately ſend for 
Mrs. Williams to be a witneſs of her 
own incredulity, and ſpeedily let the 
Captain know where his adopted ſon 

was, with the revolution in his affairs: 
and doubted not but, through ſuch a 

mediation as we could form, we ſhould 
unite in mature age what was impracti- 
cable in the bloom of youth. We were 
compelled by this worthy neighbour 
and his lady to ſpend the day and even- 
ing, and went home about eleven, 


A 


E 5 
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Oh, my friend, what an affecting 


narrative! and what emotions of joy co 
muſt thoſe worthy people feel at re- ſe 
covering their loſt hope, and being thus tl; 
by the goodneſs of Providence preſerved v 
for each other? — And, laſtly, what a 4 
ſtrange accident developed the conceal- 


ed ſon?—Had his hiſtory been known, 
Mrs. Herbert might have conjectured 
the circumſtance, and diſcovery been 
early made; but it was not to be ſo; 
and I am happy in the reflection that 
Mr. Williams, now Herbert, had not 
ſet his affections on his beautiful ſiſter. 
I wiſh her's may not be ſo either, leſt 
it ſhould imbitter the peace' of their 


parents. 


Sir 
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Sir George's ſon paid more than 
common attention to Miſs Herbert, and 
ſeemed viſibly affected with the part 
that related to her being decoyed into a 
villain's power; which though abhor- 
rent in the extreme, is now the leſs to 
be regretted, as from that circumſtance 
flows the ſource of their preſent joy ; 
and he who values ſuch intrinſic worth 
the leſs for that circumſtance is not 
worthy of her. It is clear beyond a 
doubt, that Heaven permitted theſe cir- 
cumſtances to further its own wiſe ends; 
to ſhow the inſtability of human affairs, 
and to bring about a meeting betwixt 
thoſe whom adverſe fortune had rent 
aſunder. I ſhall tire you with my tedi- 
ous comments; but hope for an excuſe. 
I think I ſhall not trouble you again 
E 6 "till 
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"ill after the nuptial Jubilee. As ! 
hope for no more tales like thoſe to re- 
count. The young Mr. Herbert, I 
ſhould have told you, has declared his 


intention of continuing with me, though 


his father has offered to buy him a liv- 


ing wherever he can hear of one to his 
mind; but he will not liſten to it. 
They both wait with anxious impati- 
ence to acknowledge their gratitude to 
the worthy and humane Captain ; after 
which Mr. Herbert, ſen. will return to 
ſettle his affairs in the North, and then 
come and ſettle near us. Thus, I think, 

in a ſhort time, we ſhall have a new 


Colony in this place. 


' Mrs. Herbert will remain with Miſs 
Herbert and her long loſt ſon, and 
ſeems 
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ſeems to ſhow an equal fondneſs for 
| both. Incloſed is a letter to Georgia- 

na from Mrs. Auſtin, who, I am happy 

to find, means to conduct her children 

to England herſelf. Mr. and Mrs, 
Dean, Mrs. Herbert and fon, with my- 
ſelf and better half, defire you will ac- 


cept our ſincere love and friendſhip 
Your's in the firmeſt bonds, 


T. WARTON, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLV. 


MRS. DEAN 
10 


MRS. AUSTIN. 


EVER DEAR SISTER, 
E received your's, and with the 
Y greateſt joy anticipatec our 
arrival in England, and that of my dear 
nephew and neice. We ſhould have 
been happy had it ſuited Mr. Auſtin 


to have accompanied you, but fince it 


did not we muſt be content. As I was 
Secretary to you on the occaſion of our 


nuptial ceremony, I muſt now give 


you a ſhort account of our viſit on a 


ſimilar 
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ſimilar happy occaſion, to the Duke of 
, whom I mentioned in my 
laſt, and who took ſo agreeable and ac- 
tive part in our rejoicings. The Miſs 


| L——, of whom I took notice, is the 


accompliſhed fair one to whom his Grace 
| is united ;—a more elegant and lovely 
couple never attended the facred altar. 
Mr. Dean had the peculiar honour of 
joining their hands, as alſo thoſe of 
Lord Townly and the gay and ſpright- 
ly Miſs Foſter, a particular friend of 
Mr. Mitford's ; likewiſe Matilda and 
Captain Wilſon, and Miſs Huet, the 
friend of Selina, my brother's amiable 
| ſpouſe. The marriage ceremony was 
performed in the ſame manner as ours; 
and, by deſire of the parties, the good 
Lord and Lady C conducted the 

firſt 
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firſt day's ceremony, at which none but 


the moſt intimate friends were preſent, 0 

us excepted, and ſuch as were of a er 
ſteady behaviour becoming the ſolem. u 

nity of the day and occaſion, as it Was t 
on a Sunday. Wes b 
: 


Monday was uſhered in by bells 
ringing, muſic playing, ſhepherds danc- 
ing ; and every diverſion. ruſtic inno- 
cence could deviſe was exhibited on 
this day. The gentlemen {gem to have 
taken ſuch a reliſh for conjugal life and 
domeſtic felicity from our example, 
that I know my dear ſiſter will heartily 
join with us in joy that we have been ſo 
uſeful; we continued three days with 
this noble and hoſpitable family, and 
when we retired, left numbers ill to 
HY | Es join 


OF FELICITY. 89 


join the feſtive board; all was gaiety, 
that is, innocent gaiety and mirth; and 
every thing which was practiſed with 
us, was here reſumed ; and the Duke 
told my Lord C—— he intended to 
become his rival in benevolence, at 
which his Lordſhip ſcemed greatly 
pleaſed, and ſincerely wiſhed ſo many 
might be impelled by the ſame motives 
as to form an hoſt of rivals. He dared 
them all to the conflict, and wiſhed 
only to live to ſee humanity and be- 
nevolence extend their balmy influ- 


— 


ence. 


I ſhall ſay no more on this head; 
you may conceive the reſt; but ſhall 
incloſe the hiſtory of our dear friend 
and governeſs, Mrs. Herbert, for your 

peruſal 


perufal, which I am perſuaded both 
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yourſelf and huſband will be happy to 
fee, the revolution which has taken 
place is aſtoniſhing, but not the leſs 


true, as you will ſee on your arrival. 


My brother's ſchool increaſes daily ; 
and though the expence ſeems heavy, 
yet it is not half ſo much as an uninte- 
reſted ſpectator would imagine; for the 
greater part of the children earn their 
living, which makes the burden eaſy. 
You will pleaſe to take all our remem- 
brance to yourſelf, huſband, and chil- 
dren of the happy band, and remain, 
dear ſiſter, ever your's, in the name of 
all, as before, 


MARIA DEAN. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLVI. 


— — — — — 


MR. IWARTON 
TO 


MR. MITFORD. 


5 ELL now my dear friend, I hope 
we are again quietly ſeated at 

home. How long this peace with each 
other may laſt, I know not, but muſt 
congratulate you on the proſpect of the 
increaſe of your family, which I under- 
ſtand is nearer than that of my own; 
but it ſignifies nothing, you will be en- 
titled to his Grace's honour and bounty 


the firſt, unleſs ſome of the villagers 
. ſhould 
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ſhould ſtep in and claim a prior right ; 
however I hope to attend no other Ju- 
bilee till that takes place, and I care 
not if all claim, they ſhall not go 
empty away. I ſhall now conclude Mr. 
Williams's, alias Herbert's ſtory, and: 


then enter on my own. 


The law ſuit came on laſt week in 
the King's Bench, and both the Mr. 
Herberts and Miſs were obliged to at- 


tend. His Lordſhip was caſt in the 


full damage and coſts, likewiſe to re- 
main in the King's Bench Priſon till he 


can find ſureties for his good behaviour 


for ſeven years, himſelf in a thouſand 
pound, and two ſureties in five hun- 


dred each, which it ſeems he is unable 


to > obtain, as bis houſe, horſes „and fur- 


niture, 


dal 
pr. 
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niture, - muſt be ſold to make good his 
damages. He would have eſcaped im- 
priſonment had he not threatened ven- 
geance on his proſecutors, which made 
his apprehenſion neceſſary. He has 
led this abandoned and diffolute courſe 
of life a number of years, and has run 
out an immenſe fortune, but no more 
of him. | 

Mr. Montague has declared his paf- 
ſion for Miſs Herbert to his father, who 
approves it, provided: he goes on his 
travels till he is of age, till which time 
he would have no young man enter on 
that holy ſtate, as in his opinion he can» 
not before be a judge of his own paſ- 
_ Hons, much leſs how to chooſe a part- 
ner for life, congenial with his own feel- 


ings 
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ings and affections, without which the are 
marriage ſtate muſt be taſteleſs and in- de 
ſipid, if not miſerable. Sir George has 
opened the affair to Mr. Herbert, who | 
ſays he wall leave his daughter entirely * 
to her own diſpoſal; ſenſible ſhe will os 
not make an improper choice, and that b 
ſhe ſhall have his conſent whenever ſhe Ws 
\ 


choſe to permit her lover to aſk it. 
He has a high opinion of Mr. Monta- 
gue, but Miſs has not declared her final 


intention. It has certainly been a hard 


taſk to drive the lover from her mind; 


though ſhe pays young Montague great 
reſpect, and he undoubtedly adores her, 
he has given him faint hopes that ſhe 
will wait his return, but that does not 
altogether ſatisfy the fervent lover, they 


are 
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are but ſeldom apart, and Sir George 
declares his wiſh for the union. 


Captain Williams ſet off expreſs, on 


0 
y receiving an account of his adopted ſon, 
and a moſt affecting meeting took place 


between all the parties. Mrs. Herbert 
was in perfect raptures ; and we thought 
would have devoured the good man 
with careſſes for the ſingular preſerva- 
tion of her beloved ſon; Mr. Herbert 
was no leſs grateful ; and it was alto. 
gether a happy company. Sir George 
had received an anſwer from the Cap- 
tain's lady, full of ſorrow for her unbe- 
lief, and wiſhing ſhe knew how to make 
any poſſible atonement for her offence, 


which ſhe feared was now out of her 


power, 
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power, ſince ſhe' had heard her un. 
happy huſband was no more; that the 
reſt of her life ſhould be devoted to ſor. 
Tow and. penitence for the miſery ſhe 
had occaſioned the beſt of men to ſuf. 
fer ſo many years; but ſhe was deter- 
mined, that the young man who had 
been the innocent occaſion of all, ſhould 
now ſhare her tendereſt regard, and be 
her ſole heir, as the only reparation ſhe 
© could now make. Such were the contents 
of her letter, for Sir George had not let 
her know any thing about the Captain 
being alive. It is impoſſible to deſcribe 


the Captain's joy on this occaſion ; he 


wiſhed her preſence, that he might 


again be reſtored to her arms, and em- 
brace her with the ſame fervent ardor 
that he received her on their nuptial 


day, 
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day, when no paſſion but the pureſt 
love exiſted betwixt them. He wrote 
a moſt pathetic letter, deſiring her im- 
mediately to haſten his happineſs, as 
he would wiſh it to be celebrated 
among his friends; or, if otherwiſe, he 
would immediately attend her where- 
ever ſhe thought proper. He ſent it 
by expreſs, and ſoon as ſhe faw the 
purport of the letter, without making 
any difficulty, ſhe ſet off at a very late 
hour, and hardly ſtopped change of 


Horſes till ſhe arrived at Sir George's 


ſeat, juſt when the family were retiring 


to reſt, The meeting was joyful, and 


ſhe on her knees implored his pardon, 


which was already granted, and retired 


after a (mall refreſhment to recruit her 


{pirits, almoſt overcome by the fatigue , 


Vol. II. ib 1 


gs 
of travelling two whole nights and day: 


to the dear object of her former reſent- 
ment, 


THE VALE 


We had an early meſſage deſiring 
our company to dinner, and as ſoon as 
poſſible to join the once more happy 
couple. 


We attended early, and the Captain's 


lady, who is really ſtill a fine woman, 
received us with tears of joy, and a 
compunction for paſt errors recom- 
mended her to the pity and compaſſion 
even of young Herbert, who with the 
reſt of the company exerted his beſt en- 


deavours to calm the perturbation of 


her mind, and by dinner time we had 
ſo far ſucceeded, that ſhe appeared to- 
lerably 
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lerably compoſed, and we hope ſpeed- 
ily to reſtore her to perfect tranquility, 


After dinner we begged the worthy 
Captain to recount his late adventures, 
which he with great complacency com- 
plied with. He began by obſerving; 
«© That when he had ſent the youth to 
college time hung heavy on his hands, 
and having through the medium of a | 

friend frequently, but in vain, applied 
to his now undeceived wife, life be- 

_ came burthenſome to him, and he once 
more determined to plough the. ocean, 
to divert his mind from thoſe objects 
which perpetually preyed upon it while 
on ſhore. He therefore lodged a large 
ſum of money in the hands of him he 
| Cheriſhed as a friend, for the purpoſe 


F 2 „ 
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of providing for Mr. Herbert, in caſe 


FE 
any accident ſhould befall him—during i 
the firſt part of his abſence he received ſo! 

a very indifferent account of things, pl 
from this friend, but he now ſuppoſed of 
him dead, as he could get no anſwer p 


from him ſince his arrival in England.“ 


Mrs. Williams aſſured her huſband 6 
he was not dead, but for ſome time ä 
paſt had made her believe that the Cap- 
tain was dead, and rendered her miſer- 
able by the moſt preſſing importunities 
to become his wife, promiſing a large 
ſettlement, but diſguiſing that he had 
any property of Mr. Williams's in his 


hands. Indeed he ſeldom mentioned 
Lis name, but with a view to prejudice 
Mrs. Williams againſt him; and hence 


1 procceded 
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regard to her huſband, and his adopted 
ſon. Nay, this inſidious wretch even 


pretended that he knew the mother 


of the child, who he ſaid always accom- 


panied the Captain on his ſea voyages. 


Mrs. Williams now begged the Cap- 
tain to proceed, and he reſumed his 
hiſtory. After we had been about 


fix weeks at ſea, we proceeded for Bar · 


badoes, but were ſuddenly attacked 


by a pirate, who boarded us, after a 


ſtout reſiſtance, and put us all in irons ; 
they proved to be Algerines, and failed 
for that inhoſpitable coaſt, where on 


landing we were permitted to clean our- 


ourſelves from our filthy condition, pre- 


vious to our being expoſed for ſale.— 


F 3 + 08 


proceeded her ſubſequent conduct with 
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We were about fifty men, and four wo- 


men paſſengers, and were well refreſh. 


8 
ed to ſet us off to advantage in the t 
market, where there were plenty of pur- 


cChaſers; my lot was to fall to a merci. 
leſs planter, at Barbadoes, by whom! 

was driven naked among his negroes, 
and my life was. nearly exhauſted by 
heat and fatigue, when Providence in its 
good pleaſure ſoftened the heart of my 
maſter's wife, who was an Engliſh- wo- 
man, and fhe contrived a method to 


work my deliverance. 


«< A neighbouring Planter told my 
maſter he had taken a great fancy to 


me, and wiſhed much to make a pur- 
chaſe of me. My maſter aſked him for 
what qualification he wanted me? He 
TC oo told 
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wid him he thought I might make a 


good tutor to his children. Oh, faid 
the brute, if he is fit for that I can em- 
ploy him ſome time myſelf, for I have 
a large quantity of writing to do, and 
it will anſwer my purpoſe well to keep 
him. The wretch, however, made me 
do my daily taſk, and then, inſtead of 
reſt employed me in writing, or if not 
that a ſevere chaſtiſement; the latter I 


often received, and was grown ſo ema- 


ciated by the ſeverity of my daily taſk, 
and the intenſe heat of the climate, that 
I was unable to hold my pen: This 


continued for about ten months my 


poor miſtreſs all this while plotting 


the means of my eſcape, but in vain. 


At length the young planter applied 
to his avarice, for that was his ruling 
FA paſſion, 


> 
[ . * 1 
Y 24  .». == 
$ = 
" ; - Fs " F: 
5 4 * 
e 1 F — 
N 4 4 
"X72" 2 1 


104 THE VALE 


paſſion, and by offering him three times 
my value, I was at laſt delivered up, 
and the wretch, though I could hold 
out but a ſhort time longer, parted with 
me with all the pleaſure imaginable ; 
my worthy deliverer took me home, 
cloathed me, and nouriſhed me with 
the tenderneſs of a ſon, renovating my 
battered conſtitution, his amiable wife 
being my conſtant nurſe, Till that was 
_ accompliſhed, their lovely children, a 
ſon and daughter, ſhewed and attach- | 
ment for me, and I was now in daily 
expectation of being appointed their 
tutor. I would moſt willingly have 
performed this duty as far as my abili- 
ties, as [ had no attachment but my 
dopted ſon, of whom, tho' I got per- 


miſſion 
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miſſion to write I could hear no tidings, 
which greatly diſtreſſed me. But gra- 
cious Heaven can teſtify my ſurpriſe, 
when my friend, my deliverer, preſent- 
ed me with my freedom, and told me I 
was perfectly at liberty to £9 wherever 
I thought proper. 


« This event was undoubtedly Joyful | 
to me, but not ſo much ſo as if I had 
any dear connections lamenting my ab- 
ſence. My only care was for this young 
man, ſaid he, becauſe I had left no ef. 
fort untried to regain her affection.“ 


Mrs. Williams then again accuſed 
his ſuppoſed friend as the author of all, 
declaring, had it not been for him pro- 


teſting to her in the moſt ſolemn man- 
F5 acts 
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ner, that he was acquainted with the 
child's mother, and her being conceal- . 
ed in the ſhip; that nothing could ever 
have induced her to reject his generous 
offers, though ſhe knew not the half of 
them. We all joined in condemning 
this villain, but as Mrs. Williams had 
his addreſs, ſhe thought it would be 
prudent to entrap him in a ſnare to his 
confuſion ; her ſcheme we approved, 
and ſhe accordingly wrote him, that as 
he had made her ſuch generous propo- 
als, the thought ſhe could not in ho- 
nour or decency give her hand without 
poſitive proof of her huſband's death ; 
if he could bring her that, ſhe ſhould 
be glad to fee him as foon as poſſible. 


This had the deſired effect, and about 


ten or twelve hours brought him to the 


door 
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door of Sir George Montague, who po- | 
litely. received him, and deſired him 
to walk into an anti-chamber, while he 
acquainted Mrs, Williams with his ar- 
rival. 


Sir George then introduced Mrs. 
Williams, while her huſband was plac- 
ed in a ſituation to diſcover the villainy 
of this pretended friend. Mr. 
_ expreſſed the moſt raptufous joy at the 
fight of the lady, and Sir George made 
an offer to retire, but ſhe begged he 


would not.] have acquainted you 
„with this gentleman's propoſals,” 
ſaid ſne, and ſhould be glad of yout 
« affiſtance and advice.” This he rea- 
 dily promiſed her. Mr. — 
% made me generous offers, on con- 

F 6 4 dition 


has 
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dition of my becoming his wife; he 
66 | aſſures me Capt. Williams is dead, 
© and as I ſent him word of the terms 
« on which I would conſent, I ſuppoſe, 
«« Sir, you have come prepared with 
« chem.” : 4 Undoubtedly, Madam ; 
e the moſt unequivocal, Ob, Sir,” 
ſaid he, the Captain was my friend 
4 but to my knowledge a moſt wretched 
« huſband he made; he cohabited with a 
woman, who conftantly went to ſea 
„% with him, and by whom he had a 
« ſon, whom he idolized. To my 
40 ſorrow 1 ſpeak it, for ſhe was a diſ- 
| * tant relation of mine, -and the boy 
« turned out a moſt vile profligate, 
s like the fon of ſuch a father and mo- 
« ther.” Sir George ſaid, ** I think 
« in charity, Sir, you ought to ſpare 

ee the 
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« the dead; perhaps the lady was in 
« fault, and did not return his affection 
« as a good wife ought to do; ſhe beſt 
«© knows how that might be, but I 
« think a man of that kind undeſery- 
« ing ſuch a wife. Was it you, Sir,” 
ſaid Sir George, „that the Captain 
« appointed truſtee to this ſon.” . Me, 
Sir! believe me, if he had, I would 
« have ſpurned at it, though my own 
tc relation. And pray, Sir, do you 
« know if this man's mother is alive 
4 ſtill %. Oh no, Sir, 1 held her 
< in ſuch contempt, that I never en- 
«« quired after her; but probably the 
* may be with her ſon, and it is unlike- 
ly either of them ſhould come to a 
good end,” “ Well,” faid Sir 
George, we'll drop theſe unworthy 


people, 
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«« people, and proceed to buſinefs.— 
« You will be ſo obliging as to let me 
'* fee the account of the Captain's 
“ death.” He pulled out a letter from 
his pocket, containing news of a battle 
in which the Captain was inhumanly 
murdered; they appeared ſatisfied, and 
Sir George enquired concerning the 
ſettlements he propoſed; which Mr. 
— very copiouſly enlarged upon, and 
produced copies of notes to a large 0 
amount, all of which he offered freely ö 
at the ſhrine of Hymen, deſiring no- 
thing ſo much as, by his tenderneſs and 
aſſiduity, to recomperiſe the moſt ami- . 
able of women for the want of conjugal 
felicity in the early part of life. She 
thanked him for his zeal; but was afraid a 2 
The ſhould never be able to repay thoſe 
= _ unbounded 
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unBounded marks of ſuperior attach - 
ment. | 


He now ventured to lay hold of het 
hand and preſſed it to his lips; he then 
begged Sir George to uſe his influetice 
in his favout, who affenting thereto, 
the worthy Baronet withdrew. Mr. 
Mongague, who, with the Captain, had 

witneſſed the diſcourſe of this ſpecious 

5 villain; wiſhed the deception to be car- 
: ried on till next day; as he hoped they 
might be enabled either to drive him 
7 from the houſe, or ſtrike a terror 


to his confcience during the night,— 
The lady and her inamorato were ſum- 
moned to ſupper, which ſurpriſed her 
much, ſhe not being in the ſecret . 
Lady Montague, her ſon, and the Cap» 


tain, 


112 | THE VALE 


tain, were highly diverted with the idea 
of the young gentleman's project, which 


was put in execution ſoon after Mr, 
M was ſhewn to his bed-chamber, 


This gentleman being thoroughly 
tired with the fatigue of his journey, 
beſtowed little time in reflection, and 
| haſtily undreffing himſelf, got into bed, 
fondly anticipating he ſhould the next 
night be in poſſeſſion of what he had ſo 
long coveted ; but ſcarcely had he be- 

gan to doſe, when a form appeared with 
a lighted taper in each hand, dreſſed in 
long white flowing robes. The ſpectre 
was perſonated by the Caprain himſelf; 


who addreffed the ſtarting, trembling 
wretch in the following pointed terms : 


Wes Fan and perjured friend, I call on 
« thee 
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« thee to anſwer with thy blood the 
« loſs of my dear adopted fon, and of 
« his mother alſo, whom, by thy vile 
e practices thou haſt brought to ſuch 
« ſhameful ends, wretch that thou art ; 
«© and now wanteſt to make my wife 
© add adultery to her other crimes,— 
«© Speak, wretch; and if thou canſt 
« juſtify thyſelf, I am permitted to 
“ near thee.” 


Half dead with fright, his terrors 
deprived him of utterance, till the Cap- 
tain, in a voice of thunder, command- 
ed him to ſpeak, or prepare for inſtant 
death : an electric ſhock ſucceeded, 
which had been previouſly planned ; 
this rouſed him from his reverie, and 
on his knees, he entreated the ſpirit of 
1 5 55 his 
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his departed friend to pronounce his 


pardon, and he would confeſs all. The 


ſpectre nodding aſſent, he thus began: 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
40 
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« 
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cc 


6 that unlawful paſſion have ſacrificed 


cc 
cr 
cc 


cc 


I bave been guilty of the greateſt 
duplicity ro both you, your. wife, 
and ſuppoſed ſon. I confeſs 1 have 
wronged you much on that ſubject ; 


ſince I believe he is not your ſon; 


though I took great pains to inſtill it 


into your wife that he was, and alſo 
that I knew his mother. It is all 
falſe, and was only intended to an- 
ſwer my own abominable purpoſes: 
I have long loved your wife, and to 


4 
my veracity and honour, but never 


obtained her compliance with my 


wiſhes till now that ſhe has given her 
conſent to marry me; to facilitate 
bs which, 


10 


cc 


cc 


«c 


cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


(cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


te 


cc 
6 


cc 


10 
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which, by a forged letter, I impoſed 
your death upon her; and your thus 
appearing, convinces me of the 
truth of it, though I knew nothing 
of it before but from ſuppoſition in 
not hearing of you. Your ſon I 
know nothing of, having never re- 
mitted him the money you left, but 
was going to ſettle it on your wife as 
my own, thinking ſhe had a greater 
right to it than any one elſe. Thrs 
is the truth; therefore pardon me 1 
thou canſt, and leave me ſome hope 
and time for repentance, and drive 
not an unhappy man to deſpair, I 
will reſtore your ſon if can find 


him, and inform him of your pro- 


perty, and make a confeſſion of my 


crimes to your much - injured wife. 
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« Be it ſo,” ſaid the Captain, . but 


r,, 2? 


at thy peril, ſee my wife no more.— 
Send her the property, and leave your 
confeſſion in writing; but let it be 
full and explicit, that ſhe may not 
wonder at your departure; and let 
the remainder of your days be ſpent 
with probity and juſtice. If you are 
fincere in your repentance, let the 
widow and fatherleſs have your pro- 
tection, for that will be well-pleaſing 


in the ſight of God, and cover a 
multitude of your fins. Preſume not 


to ſtay another night under this roof ; 
and if you fulfil not every tittle of 


your promife, wherever you are, 


there will I meet you. Farewel.”— 


He then made a flouriſh with his light, 
while Mr, Montague gave him another 


electric 
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ele&ric ſhock, and he lay ſenſeleſs on 
the bed. The Captain then gave the 
lights another flouriſh, then extinguiſh» 
ed them, and diſappeared. 


Never was a more ludicrous ſcene, 
or perfidy more juſtly puniſhed. As 
ſoon as he heard the ſervants ſtirring, 
he rang the bell for pen, ink, and pa- 
per, and pleaded indiſpoſition for not 
attending breakfaſt ; and when the la- 
dies were gone out for an air, the poor 
wretch ſent for a poſt-chaiſe, and ſet 
off, no one appearing to be ſurpriſed, or 
wiſhing to hinder him. He left bekind 
him a full and candid confeſſion of all 
his baſe duplicity from the beginning, 
but concealed the cauſe of his ſudden 
change of ſentiments. 


I have 
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1 have made a long epiſtle of this, 
in hope of entertaining you, and ſhall 
ſend the ſequel in my next. My ſiſter 
Auſtin is juſt arrived ; and I ſtrongly 
ſuſpe& it was Auſtin that behaved ſo 
well to our Captain ; but I will not an- 
ficipate the pleaſure it muſt give us.— 
We are all well, and beg to be remem- 
bered, 15 


Your's, 


R. W. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 


DUKE OF nn 
10 
SIR HENRY EVELYN 


THANKS, my dear friend, for 

your obliging attention and aſ- 
ſiſtance at the late joyful celebration of 
our nuptials. I can aſſure you, from 
the little I have yet ſeen of conjugal 
happineſs, I do not ſeem to require any 
time for repentance of the raſh act; nor 
do the reſt of the happy trio. We 
have ſpent a charming month at Towne 
's, and are now preparing for Cap- 
tain 
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tain ——'$ ſeat to finiſh our celebrity, 
Our worthy friends were preſent at 
Townly's ball; and I make no doubt, 
if poſſible, will meet us here, for a week 
at leaſt; in that caſe we ſhall have no- 
thing to regret, but your abſence „which 
we have all lamented, more eſpecially as 
it was occalioned by your father's ill- 
neſs; if he is better you muſt abſolute- 
ly give us a peep, or we ſhall think 
your friendſhip lefſened, though you 
lent your helping hand to my, I may 
 fay our happineſs. My wife ſends her 
Moſt reſpectful compliments to you, as 
do our friends, with whom we have 
juſt parted, I remain 


Your's 3 — 


LETTER 
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— . oro moon on 


LADY TOIWNLY 
10 
MRS. WILSON. 
DEAR MATILDA, 


| WRITE to acquaint you that we 
are juſt returned from the Duke's 


fete, and ours, according to agreement, 


commences on Monday next, which we 


ſhall eſteem as particularly favoured to 


have graced by your's and the Captain's 


company during the month, or longer, 
if poſſible: hope no excuſe will prevent 
me from enjoying that happineſs with 
J 
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the friend of my heart. Preſent my 
unfeigned love to all the happy party 
who are now enlivened by your pre- 
| ſence, and perſuade, if poſſible, every 


one to join the feſtive band in honour 


of Hymen and felicity. The invita- 


tion, you know, is general, and there- 
fore I need not be particular ; but if 
they will not, or cannot tarry ſome part 


of the time, we mult ſee you all. 


I hear Mr. Warton's fiſter is arrived, 
and as what paſſes in your preſent par- 
ty can only give her a faint idea of our 
domeſtic happineſs, I cannot diſpenſe 
with her preſence at the approaching 
feſtival. The concert, provided you 
all perform your parts, muſt indeed be 
a treat to her, and I ſhould hope the 

. : ball 
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ball alſo would be pleaſing; but I am 


running to a tedious length, ſo accept 
my Townly's reſpects, and believe me 
ever 


Your's, 


TOWNLY, 


G 2 LETTER 
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LETTER XLIX. 


MR. MITFORD © 
10 
MR. WARTON. 


| KNOW not how to expreſs my 
thanks for your very entertaining 


1 which awake every ſenſation 


of the, feeling breaſt. Lord and Lady 


C— have read them with pleaſure, 
and my Georgiana is grateful as my- 
ſelf. In my Lord's name we beg you 
to bring Mrs. Auſtin to ſpend a few 
days previous to her going to Lord 


Ys ownly's ; indeed my Georgiana 1 is ſo 
eager 
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eager to ſee her ſiſter, that I was half 
inclined ſhe ſhould be the bearer of 
this. I wonder not at her impatience, 
ſince fraternal affection ſhines ſo conſpi- 
cuouſly amongſt you. Before you read 
this therefore you will probably ſee her 
I beg you will give us the concluſion 
of the good Captain's hiſtory. We all 
applaud Mr. Montague's ſcheme, as 
much preferable to an appeal to the 
word. We hope it will have its effe& 
on the wretch who was the occaſion of 
it. I beg my love and ſincereſt regard 
to all, and am 


Your's 
= MITF ORD. 


„ö˙ LETTER 
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LETTER L. 


MR. WARTON 
| o 

MR. MZ FORD. 
IN compaſſion to your forlorn ſitua. 
tion, and in compliance with your 
requeſt, I now proceed with my nar- 
rative. I muſt, however, previouſly 
thank you for the opportune manner 
in which you have favoured us with the 
company of your wife ; it has been 
_ gratifying to her wiſhes as well as to 
thoſe of Mrs. Auſtin ; the children of 
the latter lady are two ſweet little che - 


rubs, 
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rubs, who were exceedingly pleafed at 
ſeeing their aunt. Preſent our reſpects 
to the good Lord and Lady C 


and we will do ourſelves the pleaſure of 


3 


waiting on them when Lord Townly's 
ball is over, which we are pledged to 
attend, as alſo at the concert, —I will 
now reſume the ſequel of my ſtory, 


The Ladies, on their return home, 
were informed of Mr. 's ſudden 
departure, and the ſealed paper he had 
left behind him, was preſented to Mrs. 


Williams, in which he minutely reca- 


pitulated the whole of his villainous 
practices, and adding that his con- 
ſcience would ſuffer him no longer to 
carry on the deception.— May he live 
and mend. 
„„ 4 Sir 
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Sir George deſiring our company at 
dinner, you may be ſure we readily 
obeyed the ſummons. But before din- 
ner, Mr, Herbert being walking with 
Mrs. Auſtin's children, they acciden- 
tally met Mr. Williams, whom the 
children inſtantly knew, and both at 
onde exclaimed, ©* Our dear Mr. Wil- 
© liams !”—He ſtood motionleſs with 
ſurpriſe, before he had power to em- 
brace them, and when recovered from 
his aſtoniſhment, ſaid, “ Good Hea- 
% vens, Mr. Herbert, from whence 
© have you brought theſe little an- 
ce pels?”—He replied, « From our 
«© common friend, Mr. Warton, who 
& is their mother's brother; they are 
« brought over here for their educa- 
« tion under Mr, Dean, whoſe wife, 

% you 
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« you know, is another ffter emoome 


« My God!” exclaimed he, is it 


poſſible that fo near a relation of his, 


de who ſaved from ruin my adopted 
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' ſon, ſhould have preſerved my ex- 


cc 


iſtence, to bleſs the happy day when. 
firſt Il knew a Warton.“ 


« Well, my friend,” ſaid Mr. Her- 
bert, ** if you have cauſe to rejoice, 
what have I, who owe to him both 
the preſervation of my long-loſt wife, 
and the recovery of my only ſor ; 
at leaſt next to you; for to you I 
am indebted beyond meaſure, for 
your unexampled humanity, in ſa- 
crificing the peace of domeſtic quiet 
and happineſs, to afford ſuccour and. 
ſupport to unprotected innocence.“ 

G 5 Enough, 
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Enough,” ſaid Williams, © the fa- 
ther of theſe ſweet children reſcued 
me from ſlavery, freed me from the 


extreme of miſery to enjoy happi- 


neſs before unknown, again reſtored 


to the arms of my wife, as dear to 


me as when I firſt led her to the al- 


tar, rich in all the charms of youth- 


ful innocence and beauty, guarded 
from the perfidy of man, and now 


connected by the bonds of amity 


with thoſe dilintereſted friends, who 


only prize their own happineſs in 


proportion as they are conducive to 
it in others. Where, my dears,” ad- 
ded he, © is your papa and mama? 
long to throw myſelf at their feet. 
Are they at Mr. Warton's now ?— 
Oh,” ſaid Richard, © if you want to 

; do 


« do that, you muſt go to Barbadoes, 
« for my papa is there, but my mam- 
« ma is at uncle Warton's; and I am 
& ſure ſhe will be glad to fee you, for 
« they very often talked about you 


c when we were at home.” 


T hey then returned to my houſe ; 
and I hope my brother will not ſuppoſe 
I write theſe ſelf. encomiums through 
vanity, but only to ſhew the powerful 
operations of gratitude in theſe worthy 
men. The Captain came flying in with 
a child ineacharm, crying out, Where 
5 is ſhe? Where is ſhe ?”—You may 
remember, I anticipated this meeting, 
and wiſhed to ſee the firſt interview, 
fortunately I was in the way, and im- 
mediately conducted him to my ſiſters, 

| e © „ Who 
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who were ſitting together. On our en- 
tering the room, they got up ; but the 
poor Captain was almoſt overcome with 
joy, and, dropping on his knee, ſeized 
with fervor the hand of my ſiſter Auf- 
tin, and bathed it with tears of joy.— 
She raiſed him with tenderneſs, expreſ- 
ſing her happineſs . at ſeeing him, and 
her hopes that he had met with more 
happineſs. fince his return to his native 
land than he had done when ſhe firſt 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing him. He 
affured her he had, and that principally 
through the means of her brother. 


After the mutual enquiries and con- 


gratulations had taken place, we re- 
turned to Sir George's to dinner, where 
a numerous and happy party were aſ- 

ſembled, 


or FELICITY. 133 


ſembled, conſiſting of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert, Mr. and Mrs. Dean, young 
Herbert and Miſs, Captain Williams 
and wife, your better half and mine, 
Mrs. Auſtin and children, Captain 
Wilſon and Matilda, Sir George, his 
lady, and ſon. We were all mirth and 
gaiety, and the laſt evening's affair was 
thoroughly canvaſſed. Mr. Montague 
received the general thanks for his in- 
genious contrivance; the electrical ap- 
paratus was exhibited, and the manner 
ſhewn by which its operations were 8 
rected to affect this guilty wretch. His 
confeſſion was read, and contributed in 
no ſmall degree to the ſatisfaction of 
the Captain and his Lady, who found 
each other ſo different from what they 
had before houghlt. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, a moſt chearful and agree- 
able day it was altogether ; and we have 
ſome reaſon to think, Mr. Montague's 


pleaſant contrivance did not leffen him 


in the eſteem of Miſs Herbert; he had 


many warm advocates in his behalf; 
but Lis own perſonal merit is his beſt 
recommendation, 


- We have almoſt perſuaded Sir George 
to conſent to his ſon's marrying before 


he ſet off on his travels, if he can get 


the conſent of the fair one; who, if 


ſhe has any objection to ſurmount, it is 


the partiality that ſtill exiſts in her 


breaſt towards her brother ; for ſhe de- 


clares no attachment on earth is pre- 


fcrable to Mr. Montague's, whoſe mind 


and perſon ſhe much eſteems, though 


2 not 


$1 
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not with the paſſionate ardour of a lover. 
Sir George, however, reminds me of 3 
ſtory I heard before 1 left England; 
for he ſays he would not have the mar- 


rage conſummated till he returns. 


The ſtory I allude to runs ſomething 
thus.—A contract was entered into by 
the Noble Parents of a young couple, 
and the nuptial benediction given; both 
parties were very young, but remained 
together in the houſe while preparations 
were making for the young gentleman's 
Journey ; when, lo! one morning his 
father, having riſen earlier than uſual, 
and wanting his ſon, who was not ſtir- 
ring, went to his chamber, and found 
he had not ſlept there that night, as the 
bed-cloaths were in perfect order; he 


then 
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then ran to an elderly lady, the mo- 
ther, aunt, or grandmother, I forget 


which, to inform her cf the affair. 


6 What,” ſays the lady, “cannot you 


„ ſuppoſe where he is?“ “ No, 


« really,” ſays his Lordſhip, *I am 


* frightened, and have no idea.“ 


She, laughing, ſaid, ſhe would venture 
a wager ſhe ſoon found him, and led 
him to the door of the young lady's 
chamber, which having opened, diſ. 
covered the young married couple faſt 


locked in each other's arms, in a dead 


ſleep. The old: gentleman ſtood aſto- 


niſhed with ſurpriſe; and ſhe aſked 
him what he could have expected other- 
wiſe ?—The conſequence was her young 
Ladyſhip was ſent to travel with her 
ſpouſe; and, perhaps, the beſt thing 
that 
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that could have happened, as it kept 
the youth from various diſſipations into 
which he might otherwiſe have fallen. 
At the end of four years, the happy 
travellers returned, with three lovely 


children, and a fourth very near. 


This ſtory J related to Sir George, 
who laughed very heartily at it; and 
the young ones were not without a 
bluſh on the occaſion. We ſubjoined 
our wiſhes, that if Sir George would 

perſiſt in having his ſon thus accom- 
| pliſhed, Miſs Herbert might accom- 
pany him as tutor, in character of Mrs, 
Montague. 


We did not part early; and wanted 
nothing but the company of you and 
15 5 your 


2 
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your Noble Patrons to have made the 
party compleat. The noble Captain, 
for ſo I muſt call him, behaved with 
the greateſt kindneſs to my ſiſter Auſ. 


tin, who longs in perſon to greet you 
br other . 


I think I have ſufficiently lengthened 
out Williams's ſtory ; therefore ſhall 
once more conclude, till after our 
meeting at Townly's ; and am, as all 


with us ever are, 


Your's, 


T. WARTON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LI. 


MRS. AUSTIN, IN ENGLAND, 
10 
R. AUSTIN, IN BARBADOES. 


T ARRIVED ſafe with my dear chil» 
dren on England's happy and my 


own native ſhore, but amidſt the ſuc» 
ceſſion of happinefs and pleaſure which 
hourly ſurrounds me, I feel there is 
ſomething wanting to complete that fe- 
licity I cannot enjoy fo perfectly as 1 
ought without ſharing it with my beſt 
| beloved, whoſe prefence alone i is want - 


ing 
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ing to render this place a perfect ely. 
ſium; its inhabitants my dear relations, 
who have added others equally dear to 
me, by the uncommon love and kind- 


neſs they ſhow for me and mine. 


I have been preſent at a fete given 
by Lord Townly to the Duke of ——, 
mentioned in my liſter Dean's letter, 


and Captain Conway, who was married 
to Miſs Huet, of whom alſo mention 
was made at that time, which three 
charming couple were united at once, 
Lord Townly to Miſs Foſter, a friend 
of Mr. Mitford's family ; the Duke of 
to a Miſs L———, a moſt ac- 


compliſhed lady; we were preſent at a 


eoncert, exactly ſimilar to the deſcrip- 
tion Maria gave us of theirs, and was 
really 
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J- Þ really divine. Every one bore a part 
either with the inſtrument or voice: 


to The ball was elegant in the extreme, 
_ and very numerous, but did not afford 

me ſo much real pleaſure as the con- 

cert, which was carried on in a manner 
nas near as poſſible to my Lord G 
, and my brother's, which theſe noble 
X gentry imitate in every thing, hoping 


to obtain and keep pace with them in 

domeſtic felicity. I think it would be 
tedious to repeat it, as Maria gave us 
| fo full a deſcription before. 


I have not yet mentioned what has 
much more ſurpriſed and delighted me, 
than all theſe fine things, the fight of 
Mr. Williams, who is one of us, and 

who in the perſon of my brother's chap- 
lain, 


142 THE VALE 


lain, has found that adopted ſon he uſed 
to talk of with ſo much tenderneſs ; bur 
above all, what will aſtoniſh you, that 
this ſaid Chaplain 1s ſon to our ever 
dear mother, Mrs. Herbert, who has 
alſo found her long loſt huſband, and 
are all of our happy party. 


I beg and entreat my deareſt huf. 
band, if poſſible, to ſettle his affairs in 
a manner that will leave him at liberty 
to come to prove the happineſs I inform 
him of. ' The much loved Herbert, 
whom I know you eſteem as much as 
we do, what pleaſure will it be to you 
to ſee that dear woman, who has been 
ſo tender, fo good to us all, when with- 
out a mother ; to ſee her, 1 lay, happy 
in her much lamented huſband and 


moſt 


mo 
de: 


tio 


the 
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moſt amiable ſon, both in thought 
dead, but by the wonderful interpoſi- 


tion of Providence preſerved, all of 


| them preſerved, to render each. other 


happy. 


Incloſed I ſend you a full account of 
the manner in which theſe ſurpriſing 
incidents were diſcovered, as my ſiſter 
Dean has wrote it down, for ſhe is prin» 
cipal ſecretary, being fond af her pen, 
As to Selina, my brother's wife, ſhe is 


z paragon of perfection, and indeed he 


was a happy man to reſerve himſelf till 
he came where ſuch excellence only 
can be found. Mr. Mitford's elder 
ſiſter is alſo a matchleſs and incom pa- 


rable woman, and the Captain, to whom 


he is united, is an amiable and accom- 
pliſhed 
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pliſhed man. Lord and Lady J 


are too great for me to attempt to de- 


| ſcribe—So much elegance, order, fo. 


briety, benevolence and humanity, 
marks the whole of their conduct, that 


they may be truly ſaid to be more than 


human. 


We left theſe three happy couple to 


finiſh their month's mutual agreement, 
that they ſhould be married at the 
| Duke's, and ſtop the firſt month, re- 


pair to Lord Townly's at the expiration 


of that, and ſtay another, when they 


ſhould complete the feſtivity at Captain 


Conway's by another month, 


Heaven grant them all a likeneſs to 
that bappineſs they ſo feryently imi 
. b tate 
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tate and ſo richly deſerve; and that 
they may never know leſs than you 
and your ever — faithful, affection- 


ate wife, 


AUSTIN. 


All our dear friends falute you, and 


che children, and pray for -your coming, 


among us— Adieu. 


gy 
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LETTER III. EE 


— er; 


MR. WARTON 
TO | 
MR. MITFORD. 
MY DEAR BROTHER. 


25 


SIT down to relate that new hiſtory 


which in the beginning of our cor- 


reſpondence I thought might have been 
agreeable to you, little imagining all | 
thoſe pleaſing occurrences would have 
protracted what I now feel quite indif- 
ferent to, from the preſent taſte and re» 
liſh I have of ſuperior bliſs ; ſuch as it 
is, however, you, and no one ſo much 

ns 
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as you, are welcome to. My father, 
you know, whoſe inexperience render- 
ed him an eaſy prey to deſigning vil- 
lainy, ſoon became what the world calls 
a bankrupt, but without diſtreſſing his 
creditors; his perſonal eſtate was about 
one thouſand per annum, and my mo- 
ther brought him a neat twenty thou- 
ſand ſterling. Some few years he went 
on very comfortably, during which time 
my mother brought me and my three 
ſiſters into the world; but imbibing a 
notion of ſpeculation, and dabbling in 
the Alley, without being ſufficiently 
verſed in the art, ſoon became a prey to 
the black legged gentry, who not content 
with ſtripping him in this way, found 
means by ſuffering him to win a little at 
Arſt at the game of hazard, to engage 
Ha bim 
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him to lay a larger ſum, till his im- 
prudence got the better of his reaſon, 
and he completely ruined himſelf, be- 
fore his eyes were open to the danger 
he had precipitately plunged himſelf 
into. Being naturally of a tender dif. 
poſition, and a fond father and huſband, 
his mind became a prey to diſpair, and 
the thought of having brought to diſ- 
treſs a wife he tenderly loved, ſoon 
brought on a fever, which terminated 
his exiſtence, and left a diſconſolate wi- 
dow and four children, to deplore his 
loſs. 


My father having no relations that ſhe 
could apply to for aſſiſtance, my dear 

mother ſoon became the victim of diſ- 
ordered reaſon; ſhe had a brother a rich 
Planter 
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8 Planter at Barbadoes, who was unmar- 
's ried, and who commiſſioned a friend 
N to diſpoſe of us as he thought proper. 
” My unhappy mother was put under the 
N care of the faculty, and after about four 
g years recovered her reaſon in a tolerable 
„ degree. My uncle then ſent word that 
8 be ſhould be glad if we were all to come 
; and ſettle with him, which my mother 
, gladly conſented to. I was about ten 
, years old, when my father died, and 
7 was now near fifteen, when J left ſchool, 
« my fiſter Auſtin about twelve,gGeore 
giana ten, and Maria eight ; we arriv- 
ed ſafely there, and were treated by the 
' good man in the tendereſt manner. 
/ Our education was continued as if our 
father had ſtill lived in his former proſ- 


perity. Two years having thus elapſed, 
— 3 | my 
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my mother paid the great debt of Na- 
ture, from a melancholy which had 
preyed on her fpirits ſince the time of 
my father's death. Another year and 
a a half deprived me of my uncle, who 
had in every reſpect acted a father's 

part. I was then near twenty; and as 
my uncle had early initiated me in bu- 
fineſs, was perfectly capable of ma- 
naging every thing belonging to it.— 
I found myſelf maſter of fifty thouſand 
pounds in caſh, with every proſpect of 
increaſing it. | 


About this time a cargo of ſlaves hap- 
pened to arrive; and, as I had always 
been accuſtomed in my uncle's time, 
went to examine them, leſt they ſhould 
| have been baſely betrayed, or filled a 
1 ſtation 
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ſtation too high to be degraded by ſuch 
unworthy employment, in ſuch caſe to 
become their purchaſer, and reſtore 
themtotheir friends and wonted liberty. 
Deſpiſing every intereſted maxim, he 


thought acts like theſe were acts of hu- 


manity, that made bim proſper beyond 


many of his neighbours, who were go- 
verned by other principles. Be it as it 
might, I was determined to follow his 
ſteps in every good work; conſcious 
that it would always bear ſelf. examina- 
tion. Providence particularly favoured 
me at this period, by directing me to a 
place where I found a ſhip's crew, paſ- 
ſengers and all, who had been taken by 
an Algerine pirate, and carried into 
their port, which were fortunately pur- 
chaſed by merchants trading in that in- 


H4 human 
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human traffic, and brought to that place 
for the plantation work. I ſurveyed 
them, and found a beautiful woman 
among them, a Captain of an Engliſh 
veſſel, and an African Chief, all of which 
in a particular manner claimed my 
pity. I found their price high, but I 
purchaſed them, with ſeveral others of 
leſs note, who were not for our fultry 
climate. I brought them home, and 
gave them their liberty, with choice to 
remain with me, or go wherever they 
: thought proper ; the African proved a 
Prince who had been ſeized while on a 
hunting party ; his tribe were powerful, 
and ke rich, and had left behind him a 
large family. Impreſſed with gratt- 
tude, which his tears beſpoke, he then 
ſet off for his own native country, 

where 
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where he arrived in ſafety, and ſoon 
after ſent me a moſt magnificent pre- 
ſent I by no means defired. The Cap- 


tain tarried with me for ſomè time, with 


whoſe company, I was much delighted. 


and edified ; but what attached. me- 


moſt to him was, that he had preſerv- 
ed the female I mentioned from periſn- 


ing in a watery grave; this female was 
no other than our dear Mrs, Herbert.“ 


I was particularly charmed with her ap- 


pearance, and really felt a ſomething 


more than bare eſteem for her. — She 


ſeemed overwhelmed in melancholy; 


and when I entreated her permiſſion to 


let me contribute to her future tranqui- 


lity, by acquainting her friends with... 


her ſituation, in a feeling manner, ſhe: 


addreſſed me as follows: | 
It's Alas, 
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& Alas, Sir, I have no friends, no 
* one but Captain Manſel and your- 
cc ſelf 3 he preſerved me from the im- 
ce petuous dean, and you from I know 
not what ſcenes of diſtreſs and mi- 
„ ſery. My beloved huſband and ſon 
< periſhed in the ſtorm, in which the 
« generous Captain, at the utmoſt ha- 
« zard of his life, ſeeing our diſtreſs 
* from his own ſhip, boldly ventured 
« ina ſmall boat, and happily reſcued 
« me from the jaws of impending 
„death. But, oh! what a ſcene of 
« wretchedneſs was I reſerved for !— 
% What complicated miſery and woe! 
& —A widow and childleſs in one fatal 
© moment !”—Here grief overpowered 
her tender frame, and ſhe ſunk mo- 
tionlels on her ſeat, The Captain and 
myſelf 


' 
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myſelf only were at this time with her, 
but we found the aid of females neceſ- 


fary, and my ſiſters, by procuring what 


was neceſſary, brought this amiable wo- 


man to herſelf. We forbore any more- 
enquiries then; but endeavoured, as 
much as poſſible, to alleviate ;- but ſhe 
ſeemed inconſolable. However, I made- 


an effort, as far as was in my power, by 


offering her myſelf and fortune, which 


ſhe moſt gratefully and modeſtly re- 


jected, aſſuring me her affections were 


ſo inalienably fixed on her late huſband 
and ſon; that ſhe was fully and reſo- 
lutely determined to remain a widow 
through life; for it would be a viola- 
tion of her feelings, as abhorrent-to her- 
principles, to yield her hand, where 
ſne could not. alfo beſtow her heart: 

H.6. therefore, 
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therefore, however flattering the proſ- 
pect might be, ſhe would never deceive 
any one in ſo momentous an affair — 
Notwithſtanding, ſhe ſaid, if 1 could 
employ her in any ſervice of which ſhe: 
was capable, ſhe would eſteem it a fa- 
vour deſerving of her laſting gratitude. 


I ͤ then aſked her, as a matter af form, 
if ſhe was acquainted with any lan- 
guage beſide her native one; and, to 
my infinite ſurpriſe, found ſhe was per- 
fe& miſtreſs of French, Italian, and 
German, and was likewiſe a proficient 
in muſic. Judge of my ſenſations, oh, 
my friend, at this diſcovery !—I im- 
mediately made her the offer of being 
Governeſs to my ſiſters, with every 
comfort if my power to procure. She 


readily 
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readily aſſented to my propofal, with 
only one proviſo, which was, that 1 
| ſhould never more mention the other: 
ſubject; this I faithfully promiſed, and 
as religiouſly obſerved, which plainly: 
ſhews the wiſe inter poſition of Provi-- 
dence in the moſt dark and myſterious. 
matters. Had ſhe yielded to my en- 
treaties , what a train of unforeſeen evils: 
would have enſued !—Whereas, by her 
virtuous refuſal, and laudable perſever- 
_ ance, how much happineſs have we: 
both experienced ? 


I yas in need of a perſon thus quali- 
fied, to undertake the care of my ſiſ- 
ters: They were happy with my choice, 
and made great progreſs under her; 
and you, my friend, haye been a wits: 
neſs 
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neſs of their accompliſhments. We 
lived in the greateſt harmony imagi- 
nable, till finding my fortune increaſe 
ſo rapidly, that I began to wiſh myſelf 
in my native land, and accordingly 
concerted the meaſures moſt likely to 


facilitate my purpoſe ; but this buſinefs 


colt me more pains than I expected; 


for I wanted to part with my effects 
only to one who would ſtill preſerve che 
cuſtom I had been taught by my uncle- 
to revere. 

I waited long in vain, well knowing: 
that planters are too hardened by their: 
barbarous traffic to poſſeſs much hu- 
manity. I at length made choice of a- 
young man, whom I had purchaſed in 
my uncle's time, whoſe humane diſpo- 

— ſition: 


hd a 
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fition recommended him to my notice. 
He had ſome time been my principal 4 | 
afliſtant ; and evinced great partialitx F | 
for my eldeſt ſiſter, who at times, I dif- : | 
covered, ſeemed to regard him with : 
favour. I immediately ſet about know- 

ing the real inclination of both parties, 

My ſiſter ingenuouſly confeſſed her at- 

tachment ; for, I am proud to fay, all 

my ſiſters are of an open and candid 

diſpoſition, I told her I had no objec- 

tion to her choice; and that though my 
intentions were to reviſit England, 

however much I might regret leaving 
her behind, if it contributed to her 
happineſs, and the young man.anſwered 
my expectations, ſhe ſhould. have my 
hearty conſent. 


I then 
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I then repaired to him, determined 
he ſhould not know the converſation: 
that had paſſed between us. I aſked 


him if he bad any thoughts of ſettling, 


provided he was accommodated with 


the means ; that I thought of returning; 


with my fiſters to England; and if I 


could be of any ſervice to him, I would 


_ gladly aſſiſt him.—He ſtood filent, and 


looked confuſed ;. at length he replied, 


« Oh, Sir, I labour under ſuch an in- 


ic finitude of obligations to you already, 


ce that more I dare not aſk,” I aſſured 


him I differed with him much on that 
head, as it would be pleaſing to me to 
be ſerviceable to him, as his fidelity 
and integrity had rendered him worthy 


any favour I could beſtow. He looked 


at me with aſtoniſhment, and burſting 
; 2 into 


IT 


C( 
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into tears, faid, I dare not, I cannot 


«© aſk the only favour on earth I could 


« with or defire—the preſumption is 


<< too great—my tongue will not utter 
cc it“—1 begged him to diſſipate his 


fears, obſerving there had never been 


any thing ſo rigid in my behaviour to- 
wards him as to juſtify ſo timid an ap- 
prehenfion. He ſtopped me ſhort. 


Sir, no man ever infringed the laws of 


«© hoſpitality as 1 have done.“ —I en- 
quired in what manner, and gave him 


my word of honour as a man to pardon 


any breach he could poſſibly have com- 
mitted againſt me; therefore deſired 
him to look on me as a friend, ready 
to aid and aſſiſt lim under any diffi- 


culty.—-I pauſed to give him time to 


conſider of his anſwer. He then re- 


plied, 
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plied, © Oh, Sir, I know I muſt be- 
come the victim of your diſplea- 
“e ſure.” I rather rebuked him for 
having ſo little confidence in my word, 
and keeping me in unneceſſary ſuſ- 
pence. He then made an effort to fal! 
on his knees, which I prevented. Diſ- 
appointed in this, he cried, 7 Sir, 
“your goodneſs is too great; but if 
&« you will permit me the uſe of pen 
“ and paper, I will inform you of the 
5 truth.” Readily aſſenting to his re- 
queſt, I defired him to retire, that he 
might do it with more compoſure and 
recollection. 


I own I was pleaſed with his modeſty, 
as it indicated an honeſt heart; but 
* 1 approved of him for a bro- 
ther- 
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ö ther-in-law, I could not make him a 

tender of my ſiſter's perſon. In this di- 
lemma I was undetermined what to do, 7 
or what offer to make him when he diſ- 
cloſed his mind. At length his bell 
rung, and a ſervant preſented the let- 
ter, which his timidity would not al- 
low him to do himſelf. The beſt idea 
I can give you of it is a copy, which as 
as follows : 
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LETTER LIII. 
; — | | ; : 
MR. AUSTIN 

10 


HMR. WARTON. 
- $IR, 


3 the keeneſt ſenſe of my 
demerits, I ſcarcely dare hope 
your pardon, when I inform you that, 
by an unhappy paſſion, which my nature 
was incapable of reſiſting, I have robbed 
your fiſter of a heart, of which I am, 
in every reſpect, unworthy. Believe 
me, Sir, was the world in my poſſeſſion, 
I would freely ſacrifice it at the ſhrine 


ol my divinity; but, after this declara- 
tion, 
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tion, in obedience to your requeſt, my 
moſt ſanguine expectations can hardly 
preſume on your forgiveneſs : I have, 
however, one favour to beg, which I 
flatter myſelf you will grant, that your 
amiable filter may enjoy your pity and 
fraternal ſympathetic regard, for per- 
mitting fo unfortunate an ingrate as 
myſelf to obtrude on her affections. 


In whatever part of the terraqueous 
globe my doom may be fixed, my 
prayers ſhall be offered ap to the 
Lord of che Univerſe for your welfare; 
whilſt, with the moſt profound humility, 
I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your moſt faithful ſervant, , 
WILLIAM AUSTIN. 


I was 
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J was aſtoniſhed at the humility 
expreſſed by this young gentleman, and 
charmed with his exalted notions of 

gratitude; yet I was diſpleaſed with his 
appearance of terror on the diſcloſure 
of this circumſtance, therefore wrote as 


follows. 
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LETTER Ev. 


MR. WARTON 


To 


HR. AUSTIN. 
1 
T MUST need confeſs myſelf aſtoniſh- 
ed at the contents of your letter; 
but ſee no abſolute need of baniſhing : 
you from my ſight ; I ought to lay moſt 
blame on my ſiſter for not conſulting 
with me on her choice, but I ſhall take 
no mean revenge on either; ſince, 
heaven be praiſed, I am taughs to for- 
give 
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give an injury, as I hope to be for- 


We muſt part, indeed, but not in 
that angry manner -you-ſeem to inti- 
mate, Firſt, I wiſh to give you a little 
advice; for which purpoſe I requeſt. 
your attendance in my ſtudy two hours 
hence at fartheſt, which time! give you 
to recollect yourſelf,” and hope you Il 
never give me cauſe to call you any 
other than friend, which I ſtill N 
en to be. ? 


n warn 


1 immediately wrote a note to a cler- 
gyman of the pariſh, and a particular 
friend of mine, to fayour me with their 


company 
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company in an hour or two, and to 
bring wich him a licence and ring, as 
I thought I ſhould have occaſion for 
his affiſtance In that time, but which at 
preſent required ſecrecy. I then re- 
1 paired to my ſiſters, who, with their 
amiable tutoreſs, were employed in 


embroidering. I deſired them to lay: 
5 aſide their work, as I had ſomething 
| particular to communicate." My 
« dears,” ſaid I, Mr. Auſtin and 


“ myſelf have had ſome talk about an 
ce affair which this letter will beſt ex- 
« plain. Pray,” ſaid I, after they had 
peruſed it, © has any other lady know- 
« ledge of this affair ? My ſiſter an- 


| ſwered ſhe had mentioned it to no per- 
: fon living. Mrs. Herbert aſſured me 
W it was the firſt moment ſhe had heard of 


Yor. II. hs it ; 
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it; but hoped I would conſider the 
youth and inexperience of the parties. 
Mr. Auſtin, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ever con- 
ſidered as a deſerving young man, and 
wiſhed his ſituation in life had entitled 
him to the hand of the young lady; 
but love, like death, levels all diſtinc- 
tions, and makes -reaſon merely the 
hand-maid of paſſion, Certain, how- 
ever, it is, that young people ſhould 
endeavour to extinguiſh the firſt ſpark, 
| left its raging violence ſhould increaſe 

beyond the controul of prudence or 


diſcretion. 


I then deſired they would prepare to 
take leave of him , as he would attend 
preſently for that purpoſe. © And par- 
e ticularly you,” ſaid I, to my now 
_" 2 _-trembling 
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trembling ſiſter, who faintly articulated, 
cc Oh, brother, is the unfortunate youth 
ce going?“ -I anſwered, that J had not 
aſked him, nor would it be very pru- 
dent for her. She briſkly replied, © I 
would willingly know, for I would 
66 pladly wander over the world with 
© him. Unfortunate young man,” 
ſaid ſhe, © to what have I reduced 
« you !—Oh, gracious Heaven! what 
ce will become of him, when baniſhed 
« from me, who am ſenſible how dear 
e am to him My own miſery will | 
„ be infupportable from a recollection 
ce of his ſufferings. Yet I cannot, bro- 
60 ther, cruel as you are, upbraid you, 
“ who have been to me a father, bro- 
ce ther, and every thing, but what this 
dear man might have been, had for- 
In. > *may 
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*« tune been propitious to my wiſhes, 
* or I enabled to procure for him only 


© the common neceſſaries of life!“ 


I own I felt the force of her expreſ- 
ſions; and was happy in the time ap- 
proaching, when I might convince theſe 

faithful lovers I was not ſo inexorable 

as they imagined. Poor Auſtin ſent a 

reſpectful meſſage, acquainting me that 

he waited my pleaſure. My ſiſter had 
| fainted away, but was now recovered, 
and ſeated on a ſopha, drowned in tears. 

I was offended that ſhe had not aſked 

my conſent, having ever treated her 

with brotherly tenderneſs, from which 
ſhe might conclude, I would on no ac- 
count obſtruct her happineſs. My 
uncle recommended my ſiſters to my 
Protection, 
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protection, but left me ſole maſter of 
his property ; but notwithſtanding this, 
I ever meant to be a juſt and faithful 
ſteward to them. 


Poor Auſtin now appeared, and ſeem- 
ed much ſhocked at ſeeing her in that 
ſituation. I deſired him to try if he 
could alleviate her grief, which he rea- 
dily did, ſuppoſing himſelf the cauſe, 
for which he expreſſed his ſorrow, and 
wiſhed his life could atone for it, as he 
would tender that a willing ſacrifice for 
her happineſs. For that I ſaid there 
was no occaſion ; if they had ated im- 
prudent, they were both young enough: 
to make amends for their fault. I then 
aſked him if he had fixed upon any 
place to ſettle in, telling him if he had,. 

I 3 I ſhould: 
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I ſhould make a point of aſſiſting him. 
He reſpe&fully anſwered, and ſaid, he 
had done his utmoſt in my ſervice, and. -* 
I had ten-fold repaid him, for doing 
no more than what was his duty; and 
that if me and mine were abſent, all 
places were alike indifferent to him; 
that his affections were divided among 
us, and a ſeparation muſt make him 
miſerable. I told him I had ſome 
thoughts of quitting the iſland in a year 
or two, and ſhould I want a ſteward, he 
might depend on the preference, if he 
could conquer this unfortunate attach- 
ment. He laid, he was entirely at my 
diſpoſal, and would do any thing to 
ſerve me; but would rather accept the 
meaneſt place in my houſehold to be 
with me, than all my poſſeſſions to ſtay 
behind. 
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I was rather ſtruck at this inſtance of «- 
attachment; but recollecting myſelf, 
ſaid, „ well young man, I wiſh not fo 
much to make you rich as to make you 
happy ; therefore I will make one more 
propoſal, which you. may accept or 
not, as you beſt like. 1 have obſerved 
the mutual affection of you and my ſiſter, 
and if you conſent to manage for me 
till you can remit me a ſum not under 
two thouſand pound per annum, ſhould 


| my fiſter, after her arrival in England, 


not attach herſelf to any one elſe, and 
you both remain in the ſame mind, I 
will offer no impediment to your union. 
Mr. Auſtin ſhed the tear of gratt: 
tude. I told them they ſhould have a 
quarter of. an hour to accept or regret 
my offer, I then withdrew with Mrs. 

= I 4 Herbert 


=: OS aſſail us — our moments are few 
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Herbert and my other two fiſters, and 
I endeavoured to hear if they had any 
better opinion of me than they had be- 
fore this interview. He looked at his 
watch and ſaid, oh, my much loved 
+, angel, what hopes and fears by turns 


ce oh, direct me what to ſay, for I will 
© be guided by your direction. Your 
«© brother has made the ſum ſo ſmall 
c in proportion to his receipts, that it 
o 


La) 


will probably be double the given 
„ ſura the firſt year. Shall I, my love, 


« accept this generous offer, or will 


you doom me to deſpair ?”——He 


then took her hand and gently prefſed 
it to his breaſt— 


© why ſpeakeſt thou 
not, my guardian angel, remember our 
« time is almoſt expired, ſhe fell in his 
* arms, 
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te arms, overwhelmed with grief. * I 
& cannot,“ {aid ſhe, bear one year's 

ce ſeparation——ſhould I conſent, my 

te frame would: ſoon decay, and make 
« me the victim of deſpondency ; aſk 
© my brother's conſent ; and if he refuſe 
« it, I will go with you to. whatever 


« part of the globe you think proper,” 
—— A tender. embrace cloſed this in- 
terefting ſcene, when. we re-entered—- 
„Well, Sir,” ſaid I, © what now is your 
determination? Can you wait my 
time?” he taſk, Sir, Is too hard for- 
this lovely and amiable woman; -ſhe- 
cannot endure. the idea of a ſeparation; . 
therefore. on our knees we entreat and 
emplore your conſent: to our mutual 
wiſhes.” Riſe, ſaid I, my. bro. 
ther ; riſe, my dear ſiſter; if you at firſt 
| 5, had 
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had aſked that one queſtion, it would 
have prevented you both much pain. 

You have my conſent, and Heaven 
grant you happineſs equal to your af- 
fection. But have you ſo conſidered the 
nature of this ſolemn engagement, as 
to preclude the probability of after re- 
pentance. Oh, brother,” ſaid the 
dear girl, who was now all vivacity, 
I cannot change, and I am ſure Auſ- 
tin never will.“ I muſt have the ad- 
vice of the Reverend Mr. Waring,” 
{aid I, © on this occaſion, leſt I do 
« wrong. Maria deſire the good man 
ce towalkin,” He being introduced, 
after the uſual ceremonies, I acquainted 
him with the affection of the young 
couple, and aſked him if he thought 
ſuch early attachments promiſed long 


duration? 


ngen RRR 
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duration? He replied “ Not always; 
ic but hoped in the preſent inſtance it 
& would, for he had long admired the 
c worth and excellence of both par- 
cc ties; therefore, if his advice was 
22 neceſſary, he ſhould give his affirm- 
c ative in the moſt unequivocal man- 
gener; by . recommending an inſtant. . 


© and irrevocable union.“ 


«© Say you fo, Sir,” ſaid I, Then 
« J think myſelf fully bound to take 
cc. your advice: What ſay you, Mr. 
6 Auſtin, are you willing to take this 
ce ſiſter of mine immediately, for I am - 
C 


like the Doctor here, a lover of dif- 
<- patch? If you love her, take her, . 


a 


„ and nothing ſhall be wanting on my 
«part ta render you both happy.— - 
I 6 ws What. 
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& What ſays my fiſter—are you ready 
cc to take Mr. Auſtin for life?“ Ho 
cc many days, brother, ſaid ſhe, « will 
“ you allow me to make the neceſſary 
© preparations ?” I ſee,” cried the 
Doctor, © we ſhall here have the old 
< adage verified, that when one is wil- 
6c ling the other declines—But what 
« ſay you, Mr. Auſtin, to Mr. War- 


44 ton's queſtion ? 


© Sir,” anſwered the young man, 
« am ſo loſt in wonder and gratitude, 
c that the whole appears illuſion 
& TI cannot however heſitate to declare, 
* that all my hopes of earthly felicity 
& are centered in that amiable lady, 
© nor will it ever be in my power to 
5 repay ſo much unmerited goodneſs.” 

« Well, 
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„ Well, Miſs, ſaid the Doctor, 
« Here is a man ready to take you for 
* better for worſe, will you, or will 
* you not ?—<©* When, Doctor? Not 
cc ſo ſoon as to-morrow. I will not be 
© aſhamed to own my love for Mr. 
% Auſtin; but I ſee no ſuch immediate 
4c hurry as that.“ —“ Oh,” ſaid he, 
« Miſs, I do not mean to-morrow ; do 
« you, Mr. Warton >”—* To-mor- 
« row! No,” ſaid I, © the ſaying is, 
« to-morrow never comes; I mean to- 
é night, with your leave and affiſt. 
“ ance.”—** I, Sir, am ready inſtantly 
4 to perform my office. Here, Mr. 
« Auſtin, is a ring, here is a licence, 
& and here is a prayer- book.“ Mr. 
Auſtin. bowed, and Miſs, to be ſure, 
gave a great ſcream and a bluth. But 
the 
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the Doctor ſaid, We will give you 
© half an hour more to prepare your- 
« ſelf. Mr. Warton gives you away, 
« your ſiſters are bride's maids, and 
cc we ſhall make a happy party at ſup- 
6 per.” She again bluſhed, and the 
Doctor and I retired to take a glaſs, 
while the young. folks were all in -a 
buſtle. The half hour being expired; 
we returned to the library ; the dear 
girl had been weeping, but I ſuppoſe 
they were tears of joy the ſhed. With 
a little modeſt reluctance 1 gave her 
hand; her heart ſhe had before diſpoſed . 
of to the beſt of men. When the ce. 
remony was over, I embraced her with 
rapture, and ſincerely congratulated her 
on the choice ſhe had made. Happy 
Auſtin could not diſguiſe the exultations 


of. 
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of his mind. We ſpent the evening in 
a moſt agreeable manner; I poſtponed 
my intentions with reſpect to them for 
the preſent; and the riſing Sun next 
day welcomed the bridegroom to his 
uſual avocations. | 


At breakfaſt we met the lovely bride, 
heightened with every graceful charm. 
We congratulated the happy pair on 
their union, and there was a general 
day of reſt among our ſlaves and do- 
meſtics. Mrs. Herbert contributed no 
ſmall ſhare to our mirth; for ſhe loved 
my fiſter as her own child, and eſteemed 
Auſtin for his exemplary conduct and 
irreproachable integrity. I informed 
him of my intention to return to Eng- 


land when he was ſettled. The condi- 


tions, 
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tions, that he ſhould remit me one half 
of the produce of the plantation during 
my life, the other half he ſhould receive 
as a dowry with my ſiſter; but if on 
my demiſe, I left a ſon, the ſame ſum 
ſhould be continued to him; if only 
daughters, they ſhould receive one 
rhouſand pounds each, to the number. 
of ten, or that ſum to be divided among 
as many or few as ſhould ſurvive me, 
but that there ſhould be no other in- 
cumbrances than as before- mentioned. 
To theſe ſtipulations he chearfully 
agreed, only obſerving it was too much 
to truſt ſo young a man with, as it 
would ſoon enable him to become as 
rich as myſelf. I told him I wiſhed no 
other; ſtrictly, however; enjoining him 

to keep up my uncle's cuſtom. of re- 
. ſtoring 
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ſtoring unfortunate captives to their li- 
berty, when they appeared deſerving 
of the bleſſing; that I ſhould remain on 
the iſland till I was ſatisfied of the man- 
ner in which he meant to conduct him- 
ſelf in this particular ſtaid, and, 
thank Heaven, found his actions were 
regulated by the pureſt principles of hu- 
manity and univerſal benevolence. 


Ten months, to our great joy, pre- 
ſented me with a nephew; and another 
twelve · month brought me forth a niece. 
After ſeeing my ſiſter's health perfectly 
re-eſtabliſhed, I began ſeriouſly to 
think of returning to England; I ac- 


cordingly made various remittances of 


my immenſe treaſure ; and about three 
years after my ſiſter's nuptials, left Bar- 
|  badoes. The ſequel you well know. 
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I have omitted many ſtriking paſ- 
| ſages in my hiſtory, which your alliance 
with Georgiana renders unneceſſary, 
ſhe being minutely acquainted with 
every circumſtance attending our affairs. 
What I have written will therefore, I 
hope ſuffice. I expect you will ſoon _ 
ſce Mr. Auſtin in England; his wife 
being near her time, we are all anxious 
for his being preſent at her lying-in.— 
Selina begins to complain ; and I think 
wie bid fair to have as many chriſtenings 
as we had weddings. Two of the vil- 
lage couples have got the ſtart of us, 
and there is no doubt but the Duke of 
—— will be as good as his word, in 
ſtanding ſponſor for the firſt child, as 
alſo Lord —— to the other. I am 


happy to ſee ſo laudable an alteration 


in 


OF FELICITY. 187 


in theſe noble perſonages, though they 
do us the honour of attributing both 
change and happineſs to us. 


The perfidious Mr, — ſent the va- 
rious ſums he had purloined to Mrs. 
Williams; and what J am ſorry to hear, 
though puniſhment ever awaits ſuch 
complicated crimes, the wretch, ſtung 
with remorſe, on hearing Captain Wil- 
liams was alive, put an end to his ex- 
iſtence FHorrid effect of inſatiable 
avarice and treachery ! 
Sir George Mcatague has given his 
conſent to his ſon's marriage, who, at 
length, by unwaried attention, has awoke 
that tenderneſs in Miſs Herbert's heart, 
ſhe had ſo unhappily, though innocently, 


- placed 


| 
| 
k 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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placed on another. Sir George has left 


it to his own option to travel or not, as 


he thinks proper. The nuptials are to be 
celebrated in a fortnight's time—Young 
Mr. Herbert to join their hands, who 
ſtill continues to perform his ſacred | 
functions with me, 


Lord — the wretch to whom Mrs. 
Herbert owes her unhappineſs, as I in- 


formed you not being able to find bail, 


flew to liquor to drown reflection, and 


became a prey to exceſs, without one 


tear of pity for his loſs, excepting only 


as he was unprepared to meet the Ma- 


jeſty of Heaven. Captain Wilſon and 
Matilda ſtays with us another month, 
and will then repair to you; they ſeem 
to improve each other; the Captain is 

an 
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an ornament to his profeſſion; he is in a 
new raiſed regiment and ſupports the 
dignity of Colonel without the auſteri - 
ty of a diſciplinarian; he is ſtrict but 
mild; his orders are peremptory, but 
not ſevere; he is, in ſhort, what every 
ſoldier ought to be, and tempers juſtice 
with mercy; a man of honour anda 
real Chriſtian, like his great predeceſſor 
by his mother's fide, the immortal Co- 
lonel Gardiner. 


My ſchools, Heaven be praiſed, in- 
creaſe and flouriſh; and Sir George 
Montague, and with many of our 


rich neighbours are become voluntary - 
Subſcribers, and with each child they 
preſent, they give the annual ſum of 
ten pounds, which enables us to take 
ba. „ 
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more children than our own manor af- 
forded. I have not a doubt but it will 
ſoon become an object of national uti- 
lity, as I have already a ſhip in for- 
wardneſs for the boys to be inſtructed 
in the practical part of ſeamanſhip— 
I therefore flatter myſelf, that in the 
courſe of eight or ten years, I ſhall, 
with the aſſiſtance of my neighbours, 
who have offered a large ſubſcription 
for the purpoſe, to be enabled to build, 
and completely man, from our infant 
ſeminary, a ſhip of war that may do 
honour to his Majeſty's ſervice. We 
have a number of tractable and pro- 
miſing young lads, who haye been 
picked up as poor vagrants, having no 
proper employment, of the age of ſix- 
teen or ſeventeen, who with the inſtruc- 


tions 
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tions they will receive, may become an 
ornament inſtead of a diſgrace to their 
country. 


Captain Williams, and both the Mr. 
Herberts, aſſiſt me in all my projects, 
and as there ſeems a ſincere and firm at- 
tachment among the ladies, there is no 
fear of any wiſhing to ſeparate. Mr. 
Herbert is building a houſe very near 
me, but we ſhall find a difficulty to part 
with them at all. The Captain has 
taken one within a mile, which he is fit- 
ting up, but at preſent is with his wife 
at Sir George's. We ſeldom miſs a day 
without being all of a party, and it is 
my peculiar happineſs to ſay, I have 
found more ſubſtantial and true happi- 


| neſs, lince my arrival 1 in England, than 


1 chou cht 
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I thought this world capable of giving; 
but am convinced that the Great Diſ- 
poſer of all gives a bleſſing in a ſuperior 
degree, both of outward and inward fa- 
tisfaction, where the talent given is ap- 
propriated to humane purpoſes; and 
what greater pleaſure is there than in 
making thoſe under us partake the com- 
farts and enjoyments of life, _ 


To thoſe noble and worthy perſon- 
ages, Lord and Lady C——— how 
much does the world ſtand indebted ? 
Their example has ſet a leſſon to the 
Nobility and Gentry around them, who 
are not only mended in their own mo- 
rals but become promoters of virtue, 


learning, and univerſal charity, 


_— Oh 


h 
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Ob, happy were it for England did 
theſe noble examples extend their influ- 


ence throughout the Great World, 


vice and immorality would no more 
blot the hiſtoric page, and religion and 
virtue would facilitate our purſuits after 


| happineſs. How pleaſing muſt be the 


death-bed reflection, to think that we 
have been good and faithful ſtewards of 
our poſſeſſions ?—T hat inſtead of diſ- 
ſipating our fortunes in folly and extra- 


vagance, we have made them ſubſer- 
vient to the purpoſes of charity and 


alone ſoften the bed of pain, and leſſen 
the terrors of death. Contraſt rhis with 


the ſituation of the dying wretch, who, 


tortured with the conſciouſneſs of 4 


| miſ-ſpent life, wiſhes to recall the pre- 
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cious moments he has loſt, that by re- 
pentance he may appeaſe the anger of 
an offended God who, trembling on 
the threſhold of eternity, dreads the 
moment that muſt ſink him down its 


awful precipice.— No leſs true is it that 


virtue is its own reward, than that vice 
bears its own puniſhment. 


I have been led into theſe refle&ions 


by a N of che fate of the infa- 
famous Lord » and that of the no 
| leſs diſhonourable Mr. ——. While 
around this fruitful and happy ſpot, we 
ſee nothing but an emulation of virtue 
among the Gentry—who are huſbands 
to the widows, and fathers to the fa- 


therleſs - rearing the infant poor by in- 


citements to induſtry, and diſcouraging 


2 vice 


4. . 


* 
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vice and incontinence, by promoting 


matrimony, and raifing a numerous 


poſterity to bleſs thoſe through whole 


benevolence they have been made uſe- 


ful or valuable members of ſociety.— 


Pardon me, if I have faid any thing 
contrary to your opinion, or my Lord 


C——'s; to him I beg leave to offer 
my. grateful acknowledgments, for hay- 
ing taught me, by his example, my 
duty towards God. and man, To che 


Rev. Mr. Spicer I alſo return my ſin- 


cere thanks for every inſtance of his fa- 


vour and affe&ion to me and mine, and 


to all who have been inſtrumental to 
the public good. 


All our friends and connections join 


in love with me to you and Georgiana 


K 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Dean is exemplary as a man and 
a miniſter in his pariſh ; he is made al- 
moſt an idol among his flock ; his hu- 
mility and humanity go hand in hand; 
to the ſick he is a phyſician; to the 
healthy a wiſe counſellor; and to the 
wicked a mild ſcourge, drawing by the 
force of love thoſe over whom reaſon 
has no influence. To the good, of 
whatever rank, he is not only an en- 
gaging but an edifvine COM naninn 


PN Oey „e re 
Maria's firſt letter, after her arrival in 
England, gave me an impreſſion fa- 
voprable to his character and her own 
judgment. I am happy to add, ſhe is 
to him ſuch a wife as he deſerves.— 
We may rank ourſelves among the pe- 
culiar favourites of Heaven, to have 
been ſo bleſſed in our ſeveral partners. 
I now 
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I now expect ſome particular buſi- 
neſs, which may for ſome time ſuſpend 
our literary communications. You 
partly know the cauſe. Our next pub- 
lic meeting, I ſuppoſe will be to fulfil 

our agreement entered into at my Lord 
C—s, relative to baptiſms; till when, 
may . bliſs, without alloy, be the por- 
tion of you and your's. This is the 
fervent wiſh of | 


— 


Your ſincere friend, 


' | T. WARTON. 
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